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Resolution WHA74.6 on Strengthening local production 
of medicines and other health technologies to improve 
access
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Adopted at the 74th World Health Assembly (2021) with >100 co-sponsoring 
Member States

Signals the important role of local production as a strategy to increase timely 
access and strengthen health security during pandemics and in peacetime

Urges Member Staters and WHO to continue efforts in strengthening local 
production and tech transfer in a holistic, strategic and collaborative manner 



World Local Production Forum
Enhancing access to medicines and other health technologies

Why is there a need for the World Local 
Production Forum (WLPF)?
COVID-19 pandemic visibly demonstrated the state of 
the global health architecture (e.g.):

• Insufficient and over-concentrated production capacity
• Vulnerable global supply chains
• Inequities in access 

As more countries and partners embark on local 
production and technology transfer, there is a great risk 
for overlap/duplication of efforts

In resolution WHA74.6. a global platform to promote 
local production and technology transfer is requested

https://www.who.int/initiatives/world-local-production-forum
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https://www.who.int/initiatives/world-local-production-forum


World Local Production Forum
Enhancing access to medicines and other health technologies
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What is the WLPF? 
WHO initiative and sustainable platform for 
Member States and the global community of  
industry, academia, UN agencies, international 
organizations, civil societies, etc. 

WLPF will foster global coordination, synergies & 
partnerships, catalyze collective action and shape
the strategy & direction of local production and tech 
transfer globally

Local Production and Assistance Unit is the WLPF 
Secretariat



First World Local Production Forum (Jun 2021)

5Joint Meeting        27 November – 1 December 2023 

Implementation of Recommendations of the First WLPF : 
1. Established the WHO Technical Advisory Group on Local Production 
and Technology Transfer of Health Products (TAG-LPTT)
2. Encouraged industry engagement in the WLPF, e.g. CEO Forum in 
the 2nd WLPF
3. Continuing strategic, collective efforts & commitment in strengthening 
local production by all actors (MS, industry, partners, etc.)

Some key takeaways (e.g.): 
Consideration of sustainability 
& partnerships are critical
Diversification in technologies, 
products & locations are key in 
pandemic preparedness
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Current and emerging issues globally in local 
production and technology transfer

Investments
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Eco-friendly local production 
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From the CEOs: 
“Quality manufacturing is at the core of our mission.”
“ The concept of local production and proximity to the 
patient is of utmost importance.”

Inaugural CEO Forum 
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Recommendations of the 2nd WLPF
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• Address information gaps by developing a global 
and regional mapping 

• Provide support to countries in creating and/or 
strengthening national, regional and global 
ecosystems

• Build a conducive financial environment
• Establish a network to synchronize resources and 

facilities for capacity building 

Recommendations of the 2nd WLPF
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Health Products Manufacturing 
Support Platform (Unitaid-WHO-
AUDA NEPAD)

Planned projects in the near-term
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Platform to map tech transfer & 
local capacities (WHO-IFC)
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Third Local Production Forum 
will be hosted by the United Arab Emirates 

in 2025
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Thank you

LPA_Worldwide
localproduction@who.int

For more information and updates:
https://www.who.int/teams/regulation-prequalification/lpa
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