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The Model Lists of Essential Medicines (EML)  1977 - 2023

240 medicines EML: 502 medicines
EMLc: 351 medicines

New additions / changes 2023 (85 applications)
• Medicines for multiple sclerosis (cladribine, 

glatiramer acetate and rituximab)
• Levetiracetam
• mhGAP guideline related updates
• Fixed-dose combinations for prevention of 

atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease
• Cancer medicines (pegylated liposomal 

doxorubicin, pegfilgrastim, new indications for 
children,…)

• Ravidasvir for hepatitis C
• Medicines for Ebola virus disease
• New sub-section medicines for COVID-19
• Reserve antibiotics (ceftolozane/tazobactam, 

tedizolid) 
• Ready-to-use therapeutic food (RUTF) for 

severe acute malnutrition in children
• Pathogen-reduced cryoprecipitate
• Sevoflurane
• …

1977
2023



Priority areas for management of price

Checkpoint inhibitors

(pembrolizumab and nivolumab)

Osemertinib

CDK4/6

Ibrutinib

Bortezomib and lenalidomide

Abiraterone (enzalutamide)

Trastuzumab (pertuzumab)

Filgrastim

Insulin (human and analogues)

GLP-1

Ustekinumab



The EML as a model list for national lists of essential medicines
https://global.essentialmeds.org

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handl
e/10665/330898/9789241515443-
eng.pdf



Appropriate use of essential medicines

It is not enough that essential medicines are available and affordable

– They must be used appropriately

“He also considered that
adequate information on the properties,
Indications and use of the drugs listed
should be provided”

Dr Halfdan Mahler
(WHO DG 1973-1988)

Several
applications for
addition of new
Reserve antibiotics
and one old 
antibiotic
with activity against
resistant pathogens 





General principles of AWaRe Book 

Optimise the use of narrow spectrum Access antibiotics (especially in primary care)

Standardisation of guidance for dose/duration/formulation across infections to simplify future 

implementation

Reserve antibiotics – criteria for selection and stewardship – linked to WHO AB Pipeline and 

Priority Pathogen List

Book designed to support the use of the AWaRe system as a quality improvement tool (and assist 

with developing policy goals)



Essential medicines as a global resource or concept: 
is it gaining momentum?

•Continue engaging with willing provinces and territories 
towards national universal pharmacare, while proceeding 
with a national strategy on high-cost drugs for rare diseases 
and advancing the establishment of the Canada Drug 
Agency.

•Bipartisan Essential Medicines Strategic 
Stockpile Act

•… would require the Department of 
Health and Human Services to establish a 
list of 50 generic medications that are 
essential in public health emergencies, the 
same way the U.S. has a reserve of oil for 
energy-related emergencies.

•Wise List 2001
•Concept implemented through Drug and Therapeutic 

Committees
•Attention to appropriate use of medicines, including 

antibiotics, since inception
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