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Foreword from Minister for Health and Medical Services 
 
Food and nutrition security refers to a situation where all people, at all times, have physical 

and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious foods to meet their dietary needs and 

food preferences for an active and healthy life. The Ministry of Health and Medical Services 

(MHMS) is committed to reducing malnutrition - under nutrition and over nutrition. The 

National Food Security, Food Safety and Nutrition policy (FSFSNP) 2016-2020 provides an 

overarching framework covering the multiple dimensions of food security and nutrition 

improvement. It is revised purposefully to add value and create synergy to existing multi-

sectoral and other initiatives of government and partners. It recognizes the need for public 

and private sectors involvement, and that food security and nutrition improvement is a 

shared responsibility of all Solomon Islanders.  

 

The MHMS is strongly committed to reducing Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD) and 

malnutrition in Solomon Islands. This included efforts outlined in the current National 

Health Strategic Plan 2016-2020 to reduce less than 5 mortality to 15 per 1000 by 2020, to 

develop legislation to address high calorie foods and beverages, to reduce number and 

intensity of food and waterborne outbreaks, and  to reduce NCD morbidity and mortality.  

 

The FSFSNP adopts the life-cycle approach to improve nutrition and address associated 

issues of chronic, food based insecurity, malnutrition and emerging NCD crisis faced in 

Solomon Islands. This will be achieved by working towards sustainable production increases 

for food that is diversified, affordable and helps to meet basic nutrition requirements. 

Enhancing food access, providing special nutrition interventions for specific vulnerable 

groups and creating awareness for the provision of nutritious foods to all family members 

and especially children are key areas to achieving good health. Efforts will also focus on 

improved nutrition and nutrition education in schools, building capacity amongst service 

providers in all sectors. Also by setting, promoting and enforcing appropriate food safety and 

quality guidelines, standards and regulatory framework. These standards and guidelines will 

focus not only on food and food products but also service delivery in various sectors. The 

private sector will be substantial partners to further efforts to improve food product quality, 

regulation and safety. Furthermore, to protect vulnerable populations and address food 

insecurity concerns and nutrition in emergency for purposes of early warning, emergency 

preparedness and management using innovative and cost-effective emergency response 

mechanisms aimed to saving lives, linked to strategic recovery efforts, rehabilitation and 

restoration of livelihood.  

 

 

 

 

Hon. Dr. Tautai Agikimua Kaitu’u 

Minister 

Ministry of Health and Medical Services 
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Statement from Minister for Agriculture and Livestock,  
 
 The National Food Security, Food Safety and Nutrition (NFSFSN) Policy 2017 - 2021, 
provides the roadmap, mechanisms and implementation plans to attain physical and 
economical  access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food by all Solomon Islanders at all 
times.  The policy document provides the stimulus and a common platform to bring all 
stakeholders together to improve coordination efforts to address food security, food safety 
and nutrition related issues in a coordinated manner and bring  better utilization of limited 
resources available to the government.  This policy complements other international and 
national related legal frameworks and administrative systems and will help to achieve some of 
the goals of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and the National Development 
Strategies (NDS) 2016 – 2035.  The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock remain committed 
to fully support and implement the aims and objectives of this policy and will remain a 
committed partner to the multi-sectoral coordination and collaboration between all 
stakeholders tasked to implement the policy action plan.   The ministry also recognizes the 
importance of its responsibility to domestic production of local nutritious food crops, 
vegetables and livestock for food security and nutrition.   It is our aim to adopt innovative 
technologies and production systems to increase accessibility, availability and affordability of 
quantity and quality nutritious food for our people.   MAL is therefore, equally committed to 
improve the food production by supporting the smallholder farmers and commercial farmers 
who are at the root of food production.  
 
 
 
 
 
Hon. Augustine Auga 
Minister  
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock   
 
 

Statement from Minister for Fisheries and Marine Resources, 
  

The overall nutrition status of children under-five years of age in the Solomon Islands is 
generally poor and the malnutrition status in the general population is also high as this 
directly links to the poor nutrition and food security and nutrition.  The economy of 
Solomon Islands is largely reliant on the sources of commodities from Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry which contribute 40% of the country’s GDP.  Fisheries therefore play a major 
in the improvement of food security by providing the primary source of protein for Solomon 
Islanders in the fight against malnutrition issues.  The National Food Security, Food Safety 
and Nutrition policy is therefore a combined effort by all stakeholders to work towards 
providing better access to affordable nutritious food for all Solomon Islanders.   
 
 
 
 
 
Hon.  John Maneniaru 
Minister 
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources 
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Statement from Minister for Education and Human Resources 
Development 
 
Solomon Islands have a very young population density. Majority of this young generation are 
faced with triple burden of malnutrition which includes undernourishment, micro nutrient 
deficiency and increasing overweight and obesity. This poses a great risk to the population’s 
health and the country’s economy now and in the near future.  
This policy reaffirms the significance of inter-sectoral coordination and collaboration and the 

importance all stakeholders’ involvement in the fight against malnutrition. Education plays a 

significant role in ensuring that people acquire sound knowledge and skills to enhance the 

accessibility, availability, affordability and consumption of safe and nutritious food. It also 

recognizes the importance of its role in provision of care and support of the vulnerable 

school age population through the implementation of this policy and the National School 

Standards and the Education Strategic Framework 2016-2030. The ministry of education 

affirms its commitment to remain focused in its vision in developing the human resources of 

this country and work collaboratively as expected in this policy to better the lives for all 

citizens. 

 

 

 

 

Hon. John Dean Kuku 

Minister 

Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Country Profile 
 

1.1.1 Solomon Islands consist of about 1,000 islands located northeast of Australia in the 

South Pacific Ocean. It is home to a population of about 650,0001, predominately 

Melanesians and small sub-populations of Micronesia and Polynesia origins. 

Surrounded by the vast ocean, the country has a land mass of 28,900 square kilometer2 

and surrounded by an exclusive economic zone of 1.34 million square kilometers3, 

making it the second largest developing country in the South Pacific region.  

 

1.1.2 The population is growing at an annual rate of about 2.4 %, with over 40 % of the 

population under 15 years of age and a significant proportion between 15-25 years of 

age. The median age is 19.7 showing a youthful population. With the total fertility rate 

of 4.8 in 2008 to an estimated 4.0 in 20154,5, the rate remains high and has implication 

for population increase in the next decade. Additionally, life expectancy at birth is 

currently 74.2 years for both sexes (71.6 years for males; 76.9 years for females). This is 

an increase from 70.2 (66.7 for males; 73.7 for females) since 20096. Whilst over 80% 

of Solomon Islanders reside in rural areas, internal migration particularly to urban areas 

has been significant and reflected in the urban growth rate recorded at 4.7 % in 2009. 

This is a higher growth rate than that observed during the era of ethnic tension in 

1999/2000. These demographic changes have considerable implications to the overall 

development of Solomon Islands, including improving food and nutritional security.  

 

1.1.3 Agriculture remains a significant part of the country’s food supply, production, and 

economy. In terms of agricultural area, the arable land is estimated at 108,000 ha which 

accounts for 4 % of the total area of the country7. In 2013, 100,000 ha were cultivated 

compared to 86,000 ha in 2007, indicating a rising interest in using land for agricultural 

activities.  

  

1.2 Politics and Economic Status 
 

1.2.1 Solomon Islands follow a Westminster System of Government with the Prime Minister 

as the Head of Executive. There are two levels of government; National and 9 

Provincial Governments.  

 

1.2.2 The economy of the Solomon Islands is largely reliant on agriculture, fisheries and 

forestry sectors, which together contribute 40% of the country’s GDP. Agricultural 

commodities contributed to 16.2% of GDP in 20138 and fisheries 7.1%, with forestry 

 
1 http://www.statistics.gov.sb/statistics/social-statistics/population 
2 http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/countries_regions/SLB/ 
3 http://www.fao.org/fi/oldsite/FCP/en/slb/profile.htm 
4 http://hiip.wpro.who.int/portal/Countryprofiles/SolomonIslands/HealthProfiles/TabId/200/ArtMID/1048/ArticleID/111/Default 
5 https://prism.spc.int/regional-data-and-tools/population-statistics 
6 http://www.statistics.gov.sb/statistics/social-statistics/population 
7 http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/countries_regions/SLB/ 
8  From Solomon Islands Statistics 2015 
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providing the remainder.9.The primary sectors GDP contribution is largely derived 

from sales of some key export commodities, such as timber, fish, copra, cocoa and 

palm oil.   

 

1.2.3 The economic performance of the Solomon Islands has improved since the era of low 

growth around 2000. Whilst national GDP continues to grow at a healthy rate - 

achieving growth rates of 3.7 % in 2012, 2014 and 201510  respectively, national GDP 

per capita remains relative low compared to other Pacific Island countries. The GDP 

per capita for Solomon Islands is US$1,927.2 in 2014: an increase from US$ 1,367.6 in 

2010 and US$ 915 .1 in 2005. The Solomon Islands is ranked 155th out of 188 countries 

on the human development index (HDI)11.  With GDP growth  forecast to fall below 

the population growth rate - to 3 % in 2017, and 2.8 in 2018 – ensuring households 

have access to sufficient, nutritious food remains a challenge.  

 

1.2.4 The changes in the economic status have significant impacts on food security which 

has been an ongoing issue for Solomon Islands. Despite the sufficient arable land and 

good crop growing conditions, increasing urbanization and climate change associated 

with population shifts have considerable influence on populations’ food security and 

health.   

 
2  Situational Analysis 

2.1 Food and Nutritional Health Status 
 

2.1.1 Solomon Islands continues to be challenged by the triple burden of malnutrition 

– undernourishment, micronutrient deficiencies and increasingly, overweight 

and obesity.  

 

2.1.2 The overall nutrition status of children under-five years of age in the Solomon 

Islands is generally poor. Although the under –five mortality rate has improved 

slightly from 37 deaths per 1,000 births in 2006 to 30.1 deaths per 1,000 births  

in 2013 [1, 2], and this is above the global target of less than 25 deaths per 1,000 

births by 2030 [3]. The rate of infant mortality has not improved in the last 

decade, but rather increased to 25.1 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2013 from 24 

deaths per 1,000 live births in 2006/07. Globally, undernutrition (fetal growth 

restriction, sub-optimal breastfeeding, stunting, wasting and deficiencies of 

vitamin A and zinc) is responsible for 45% of all under five child deaths [4]. 

 

2.1.3 The most crucial period in a child’s growth and development is the first 1,000 

days starting from conception until the child’s second birthday. Hence adequate 

maternal and child nutrition during this period is critical for healthy physical 

growth and development. Stunting or ‘growth faltering’ in early childhood is 

linked with child mortality and morbidity, and results in irreversible loss of 

 
9 https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/27511/pacific-fisheries.pdf 
10 http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.KD.ZG?locations=SB 
11 http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2016_human_development_report.pdf 
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cognitive development, and reduced school completion, loss of productivity, 

wages and national income and onset of nutrition related chronic diseases later in 

life. The overall nutrition status of children under-five years in Solomon Islands 

is generally poor. The available data from the recent Solomon Islands 

Demographic and Health Survey (SIDHS)[5]  reported that under-nutrition 

among children under-five years of age persists, with almost one in seven 

(15.5%) children being underweight (low weight-for-age)  and 3.8% severely 

underweight.. Peak levels of underweight were found among children aged 9-11 

months. An alarming 31.6 % of children under-five years of age were stunted 

(low height-for-age), and is a public health problem, with 10.3% being severely 

stunted. Stunting rates have been static with no progress in reduction of 

stunting since 2007. Stunting levels increased rapidly with age and peaked at 24-

35 months with two out of every five children being stunted indicating 

inadequate child feeding and hygiene practices and frequent illness. It was found 

to be higher in rural children (32.4%) compared to those in urban settings 

(27.3%). With   7.9 % of children under-five years of age classified wasted (low 

weight-for-height), it remains a concern among children 12-23 months and in 

some provinces including Western Province (14.6%).   

 

2.1.4 Micronutrient deficiencies remain pervasive in the Solomon Islands in particular 

iron deficiency anaemia which is strongly associated with childhood mortality 

and morbidity (although in Solomon Islands some anaemia is attributed to 

malaria). According to SIDHS 2015 [5], about 39 % of children under-five years 

of age suffered from anaemia, with over half of children 6-23 months suffering 

from  severe anaemia.  Over 40 % of women of child bearing age (ages 15-49 

years) suffered from anaemia, predominately mild form of anaemia with 7.9 % 

having moderate or severe forms of anaemia. Over half of pregnant women 

(54.1%) reported to be anaemic. Anaemic women are likely to have problems 

during pregnancy which impairs fetal growth and development, and risk of death 

during delivery thus has implication to maternal mortality. The growth and 

development of children are closely linked to infant and young child feeding 

practices and mother’s nutrition status during pregnancy and lactation. WHO 

and UNICEF recommend early initiation of breastfeeding within one hour of 

birth, and exclusive breastfeeding until six months of age. Furthermore, children 

require age appropriate, adequate and safe complementary foods in addition to 

breastfeeding which should continue until at least two years of age. Nearly 79% 

of children begin breastfeeding within one hour of delivery and 76% are 

exclusively breastfed until six months of age [5]. Around 65% of breastfeeding 

children are started on complementary feeding from six months of age.  

 
2.1.5 Over-nutrition, including obesity, and other nutrition-related non-communicable 

diseases (NCD) are now an additional health challenge for Solomon Islands. 

Overweight and obesity, as defined by body mass index (BMI-kg/m²) of over 25 

and 30 respectively are leading risk factors for NCD among adults, along with 

high plasma glucose and dietary risks [6]. In fact, 67.4 % of adults were 
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overweight and 32.8 % being obese, with prevalence higher among women 

(40.4%) than men (25.8%) in Solomon Islands [7]. Overweight and obesity are 

not limited to adults but have emerged among adolescents in the recent years, 

with prevalence of  17.6% among boys and 22.4% for girls [8]. These figures are 

of concern given obesity is one significant contributor to the development of 

NCD such as cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes mellitus, and chronic 

respiratory diseases. 

 

2.1.6 NCD attributed to approximately 60% of  deaths in the adult population [9]. 

Additionally, the ‘Global Burden of  Diseases Study’ reported that the main 

cause of  years of  life lost (YYLs) in Solomon Islands were due to premature 

deaths from diabetes mellitus, cerebrovascular disease, lower respiratory 

infections in 2010 [6] . In 2011, Solomon Islands, along with other Pacific Island 

countries were declared to be in ‘NCD crisis’ as recognition of  NCD substantial 

impacts on health, social and economic developments.  

 

2.1.7 Evidence of relevance to the safety of  foods provided or consumed in Solomon 

Islands is unavailable. However, foodborne illnesses continue as a public health 

concern.  Diarrheal illnesses continue to be a significant cause of  morbidity. A 

vicious cycle exists between diarrhea and under-nutrition among children as they 

tend to eat less and are less able to absorb nutrients from the food; also 

undernourished children are more susceptible to diarrhea when exposed to fecal 

matter. Diarrhea is common in children under-five years of  age. The SIDHS in 

2007 reported that about 38 % of  children under-five years of  age had diarrhea 

within the two weeks preceding the survey, with highest prevalence of  21.1% in 

children between 12 and 23 months of  age.   Furthermore, only around a third 

of  households (38.7%) safely dispose of  child feces [5]. There is a growing body 

of  evidence that exposure to poor sanitation and hygiene creates environmental 

enteric dysfunction, a condition of  the small intestine which is linked to 

stunting in children.  

 

2.2 Food Availability and Accessibility 

2.2.1 Domestic production and imports 
 
2.2.1.1 While the agriculture sector provides a significant contribution to the country’s GDP, 

it also provides source of livelihood to the 84% of Solomon Islanders residing in 

rural areas. These smallholder households are predominately reliant on subsistence 

agriculture (centered around the production of root crops and vegetables) 

supplemented by cash crop sales (largely copra and cocoa), fishing and forest 

products (e.g. leafy vegetables, nuts, honey, and fruits). Rural households increasingly 

depend on income from the sales of cash crops and surplus vegetables to purchase 

rice, locally grown staples and vegetables to meet their household food requirements. 

Households in the Solomon Islands were found to spend an average of 45.9% of 

income on food – with that figure rising to 53.4% among rural households 
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[10].Almost 23% of the population faces difficulties in meeting basic food and non-

food needs and there are many more households and individuals who have 

expenditure only just above the basic needs poverty line and who are therefore 

vulnerable to rising prices and/or declining incomes/expenditure[11].12 Solomon 

Island smallholder agricultural systems focus on the establishment of multiple annual 

food gardens and the use of shifting cultivation to maintain soil fertility, and the 

productivity of subsistence production. High rates of population growth and density 

in rural areas are beginning to places limits on the capacity of smallholders to 

maintain traditional ‘extensive’ agricultural systems, reducing the returns to 

smallholder farming. This has led both to higher cost of local staples, and 

encouraging high rates of urban migration, leading to the proliferation of informal 

settlements in Honiara where poor access to public services and private land 

resources, has had a detrimental impact on their food and nutritional security. 

Improving access to appropriate crop varieties and technologies to reduce the impact 

of these challenges to the availability and affordability of nutritious food is urgently 

required. 

 
2.2.1.2 Vegetables have nutritive value for vitamin C, calcium, and iron and therefore, 

increasing their consumption makes a significant contribution to improving nutrition 

security. Whilst the common types of food crops produced varies by provinces, 

sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas) is the main staple crop providing nutrient carbohydrate 

and contributes to about 65% of the locally grown staple crops. Other crops such as 

cassava, banana, taro and kongkong taro (Xanthosoma sagittifolium) contribute to 12%, 

8%, and 7% respectively13.  Breadfruit and corn are also more commonly produced 

by households for home consumption in the recent years14. Vegetables such as 

cucumber, tomato, shallot, snake bean, green bean, Chinese cabbage and other green 

leafy vegetables such as slippery cabbage, pumpkin shoots, and taro leaf are also 

commonly produced for household consumption or for income.  

 
2.2.1.3 In efforts to diversity food supply and promote food security, rice farming has gain 

momentum around 2011 through the Taiwan funded Agriculture Integrated 

Development Project (2011- 2015) in various sites in Guadalcanal including Honiara, 

Western, Isabel and Malaitia Provinces, although previous commercial rice 

cultivation has already taken place by 1983 through the Chinese Agriculture 

Technical Mission. Local rice production has increased from 5,700 tonnes in 2007 to 

in 9,000 tonnes in 2014. Rice consumption has increased considerably contributing to 

over 60% of total food consumed daily with average rice consumption at about 100 

kilograms per person per year15. The government in its National Development 

Framework is committed to establish 400 ha commercial rice production projects 

over the period of 2015 to 2019. Rice has become the new staple in Solomon Islands 

bearing implications on the future production and use of nutritious traditional crops 

 
12 Government of Solomon Islands (2015) National Development Strategy 2016-2035, Ministry of Development Planning and 
Aid Co-ordination, Honiara 
13 Bourke et al. , 2006 
14 Siliota et al. 2009 
15 http://www.sibconline.com.sb/solomon-islands-highest-rice-consumer-in-the-region/ 
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and diets of Solomon Islanders.  

 

2.2.1.4 Livestock continues to contribute to the domestic production and food security in 

Solomon Islands. As per definition, livestock are local inbred and free-range pigs, 

backyard chicken (and eggs), and cattle. Over 75% of rural households bred animals 

mostly pigs and chicken and has been the source of protein while pigs are often used 

in ceremonial occasions, depicting wealth status and income generation. The meat 

production volume however do not meet the local consumption thus resulted in 

imports from Australia, New Zealand and Vanuatu. With the increasing demand for 

fresh and processed meats, it is important that healthy substitutes should be 

prioritized by respective sectors particularly for imports. Considerable efforts such as 

better husbandry and improve feeding practices exist to improve production and 

sustainability of subsistence pigs and chicken. The government in its National 

Development Strategy Framework is committed to revive the cattle industry. This 

has led to imports of improved cattle breeds from Vanuatu, currently being bred  at 

Tenavatu cattle farm, Guadalcanal Province, Gonokokofo farm, Malaita Province 

and Ilolo Farm, Western Province before being distributed to other provinces.  

 
2.2.1.5 Fisheries and marine resources play a major role in food security for Solomon Islands 

particular. Fish is the primary source of protein for Solomon Islanders with estimated 

per capita of fish consumption ranging from 32.2 and 32.7 kg per person per 

year[12].The type and amount of fish consumed varied based on factors such as 

geographical location and socioeconomic status.  In isolated islands like Tikopia, 72% 

of households consumed fresh fish daily[13] while canned fish is rarely consumed.  In 

recent years however, the price of fresh fish has increased considerably in urban areas 

which led to decrease in fresh fish consumption and a switch to canned or unhealthy 

‘salt fish’ substitutes. It is estimated that Honiara residents are consuming 6.7 kg of 

salt fish per year16; a dietary risk for hypertension and other NCD.   

 

2.2.1.6 Reef fishing is a significant contributor to food security; however the issue of 

sustainable management remains. Government efforts to improve food and nutrition 

security in this sector have focused primarily on small-scale processing in rural areas 

and the development and adoption of community based resource management 

(CBRM) plans. Despite these interventions, population pressures continue to place 

demands on the Solomon Islands fragile reef ecosystems. 

 
2.2.1.7 The commercial fisheries sector is dominated by tuna fishing, including domestic and 

foreign fishing operations. In 2016, 150 commercial vessels gained license to fish 

within the Solomon Islands EZZ, 100 of which were domestic. The foreign fleet 

contributes to about US$12-15 million annually to government revenue.  In terms of 

employment, the major Tuna Company, SolTuna employed approximately 2000 

workers in 2016 with over 60% women.  A Tuna Management Plan is currently being 

implemented. Other marine resources such as beche-de-mer and seaweed have 

 
16 www.spc.int/.../Doc/.../Gillett_16_BenefishX_34_Fishery_Product_Consumption.pdf (Bell et al., 2011) 

http://www.spc.int/.../Doc/.../Gillett_16_BenefishX_34_Fishery_Product_Consumption.pdf
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provided income for rural population, although overharvesting of beche-de-mer 

remains an issue and has led to closure in 2014 but open during emergency 

situations. In line with the National Sea Cucumber Management Plan and MFMR 

Corporate Plan, efforts are in place to expand seaweed farming in all provinces, boast 

hatchery mass production of beche-de-mer juveniles for restocking, enhance 

managerial skills of fisheries managers, improve national fisheries institutions, and 

secure market access for fishers.  

 
2.2.1.8 The aquaculture industry - involving the breeding, rearing and harvesting of fish, 

shellfish, plants, algae and other organisms – continues to grow. The implementation 

of Aquaculture Division Strategy 2017-2019, promoting the farming of milkfish, 

tilapia, prawns, and giant clams for household food and income generation, as well as 

contributing to government revenue, outlines the strategic direction for this industry. 

Aquaculture could provide a potential boost to protein intake, particularly for inland 

dwellers. Plans are in place to train communities on the nutrient composition and 

cooking demonstrations of aquaculture products when they become available.  

 

2.2.2 Trade and food imports 
 
2.2.2.1 Trade policy has contributed to the shift away from more traditional diets in the 

Solomon Islands. Food imports represent 22% of the total imports, with rice alone 

constituted 58% of total food imports and valued at SBD 171 million in 2014. Whilst 

the tariffs collected on food imports contribute to government revenue, the 

increasing foreign exchange outflow associated with higher import dependence is a 

major challenge for the Solomon Islands. In addition, the increased reliance on 

imported foods which are often high in fat, sugar and salt is contributing to the 

increased prevalence of NCD and its risk factors.  Since the accession of the 

Solomon Islands to the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1996, the country has 

committed to lowering custom tariffs and other trade barriers, including equal 

treatment of imports from all countries. This has impacted on the capacity of the 

Solomon Islands to reduce the impact of growing food import dependence on diet. 

The Solomon Islands is also signatory to PICTA, Melanesian Spearhead Group 

(MSG) and European Partnership Agreement (EPA).   

2.2.3 Agro-processing and preservation 
 
2.2.3.1 Agro-processing is still at it early stages but have the potential to provide 

commodities for household income and revenue generation. Processing of breadfruit 

chips, cassava chips, and Ngali nuts have occurred however minimal supply to meet 

the market demand and lack of access to market are key issues. Additionally, support 

from the government needs to be strengthened to support this growing sector.   

2.2.4 Climate change 
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2.2.4.1 The threat of climate change on food security has emerged as an important issue for 

Solomon Islands. Food production is greatly affected as weather records show rise in 

temperature and rainfalls (more intense), cyclonic conditions (less frequent but 

intense), sea level rising, and ocean acidification.   

 

2.2.4.2 The effect of climate change will disrupted subsistence agriculture, resulting in poor 

production of key crops such as coconut, root crops, and breadfruit.  Equally of 

concern is the rising of sea level which could result in increased salinity of soil thus 

affecting crop production. The effects of climate change are taking their toll in some 

areas in Solomon Islands, and will have ongoing significant impacts on food security. 

In recognition of climate change issue, a National Climate Change Policy 2012-2017 

was developed to guide actions.  

2.3 Food Safety, Standards and Quality Control 
 

2.3.1 Food safety is an important issue for national agenda and public health. Ensuring 

safe and high quality of food at all times is vital for overall health. The Food 

Safety unit within the Ministry of Health and Medical Services play a key role 

over the years through regulatory measures to coordinate activities and 

harmonize regulatory requirements such as food standards, nutrition labeling, 

with international standards and guidelines particularly with CODEX, and EU 

(for tuna exports). In addition, food safety and quality control is also a concern 

for public health particularly in urban and peri-urban areas which requires efforts 

to ensure safe production, handling, storage, preparation and sale of food.  

  

2.3.2 The National Public Health Laboratory continues to conduct sampling and 

testing services for locally harvested tuna to ensure that sanitary health and 

hygiene requirements are met prior to export. This activity is in collaboration 

with MFMR and SolTuna cannery and National Fisheries Development Limited. 

Additionally, the laboratory provides testing services for local water companies 

and other requested public services for example foodborne illness outbreaks. The 

capacity has improved since 2009 with recruitment of more specialized staff and 

equipment. 

 

2.4 Food Utilization 
 

2.4.1 Improving food security will lead to improved nutrition security. Nutrition 

security is provided by consuming a diet comprised of safe foods containing the 

recommended intake levels of important micro and macronutrients. It starts at 

birth. Whilst breastfeeding is common in Solomon Islands and duration is long, 

only 76% of infants are exclusively breastfed which has implication on the safety 

and quality of complementary feeds offered at this stage of life. The WHO has 

accredited 3   hospitals in Solomon Islands with ‘Baby Friendly Hospital’ status 

and 1 ‘Mother Baby Friendly Hospital’. The Ministry of Health and Medical 

Services actively continues to implement the Mother and Baby Friendly Hospital 
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Initiative (MBFHI) with UNICEF support indicating the encouragement and 

support of breastfeeding in hospitals and communities.  

 

2.4.2 Poor nutritive valued foods are significant contributor to the increasing NCD 

prevalence. Revising the existing food based dietary guidelines to emphasize 

increasing consumption of local foods, given their often superior nutritional 

value, is a priority.  These guidelines can then be used as the basis for developing 

a national campaign to raise the awareness of the nutrition and biodiversity value 

of local foods.  The guidelines can also be used in schools to teach and encourage 

early development of healthy eating behaviours. The awareness campaign is 

crucial and must be accompanied with practical demonstrations at community 

events on how to prepare these foods in a safe way.   

 

2.4.3 The price of a nutritious diet is a key factor in determining household nutrition 

outcomes, and therefore improving the affordability of target nutritious foods is 

critical to achieving behavioural change. As a result of the declining affordability 

of local, nutritious root crops, fruits and vegetables, households are shifting 

towards relatively cheaper imported processed foods high in salt, sugar and fat. 

As a result, Solomon island households are making purchasing decision which are 

economically, but not nutritionally rational. Facilitating increased investment in 

‘supply side’ interventions aimed at improving the efficiency of the production, 

marketing, processing and retail of nutritious local foods will be critical to 

improving food and nutritional security in the Solomon Islands. 

2.5 Research, Education and Training 
 

2.5.1 Further analysis of nutrition information from multiple sources is vital to provide 

a clear picture of the status of food security and nutrition in Solomon Islands.  

Key surveys such as the National Nutrition Survey in 1989, Household Income 

and Expenditure Survey (HIES) in 2012/13, and Demographic and Health 

Survey in 2015, and their updates, will help to monitor changes in food and 

nutrition security.  Routine collection, analysis and dissemination of relevant 

information is crucial for learning, monitoring progress, planning and determine 

early corrective interventions as required to mitigate potential risks .  

 

2.5.2 Priority attention must be given to strengthening the food security information 

system and inclusion of key nutrition indicators in the Health Information 

System, particularly to use and further analyse already available information to 

enhance learning, research and decision making process.  

 

2.5.3 Food and nutrition security monitoring and evaluation, sharing of information 

and knowledge transfer among the various sectors is crucial for addressing food 

and nutrition security issues.   

 

2.5.4 Food security, food safety and nutrition must be integrated into tertiary, and 
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secondary, and primary schools. Equally important is the incorporation of 

nutrition into agriculture education and training for communities through 

extension workers. 

 

2.5.5 Enhancing the capacity of secondary and tertiary level agricultural science 

training to provide a pathway into agriculture and agribusiness will be critical 

enhancing the supply of affordable foods. In addition, revitalizing school 

gardening programmes will contribute improving the supply of nutritious foods 

within the school environment, and student nutrition outcomes.  

 

2.5.6 Similarly improving public and private research into, and extension to facilitate 

the adoption of, technologies designed to enhance the efficiency of agricultural 

value chains, will be critical to enhancing access to and utilization of nutritious 

foods.  

 
 

3 Previous policy and efforts to address food security, food safety and nutrition issues 
in Solomon Islands 

 
3.1 In 2009, an integrated policy on food security, food safety and nutrition was 

developed, passed by cabinet and implemented from 2010 to 2015. The policy was 

developed in recognition of the need to improve population’s health through 

improving the availability and accessibility of safe and nutritious foods at all times. It 

was also recognized that achieving such required a multi-sectoral approach and the 

involvement of the three key Government Ministries: Ministry of Health and Medical 

Services (MHMS), Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (MAL), and Ministry of 

Fisheries and Marine Resources (MFMR) in its implementation.   

 

3.2 Previous policy was aligned to the following plans and regulatory framework: 

 

1) The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Corporative Plan 2009-2010  

2) The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Sector Policy 2015-2019 

3) The Ministry of Fisheries and Marine resources Corporate Plan 2008-2011 

4) The Ministry of Fisheries and Marine resources Strategic Plan 2008-2013                               

5) Solomon Islands Aquaculture Development Plan 2009-2014 

6) The National Food Safety Programme and associated Regulatory Framework 

7) The National Nutrition and Healthy Lifestyle Plan 2007-2017 

 

3.3 In 2016/17, a review of the policy was conducted and the draft was validated in a 

two-day consultation workshop in May 2017 with key stakeholders. After the 

finalisation of the policy, it was submitted to Cabinet for endorsement.  

 
4 Guiding Principles 
 

The National Food Security, Food Safety and Nutrition Policy is guided by principles drawn 
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from the Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific 17, which was endorsed by the Pacific 

Leaders including Solomon Islands. The key principles are:  

 

1) Food security is recognized as a human right issue. Food is essential survival and food 

security is necessary pre-requisites for nutrition security. Everyone has a responsibility 

and role to play. 

 

2) Food security is recognized as a critical development issue. It is linked with workforce 

productivity and economic development hence must be an important part of the 

development agenda to ensure that all Solomon Islanders - including vulnerable groups – 

can consume healthy foods, given a healthy population will ensure a prosperous nation. 

Social determinants of health such as education, nutrition, clean water sanitation, 

housing, gender and environment influence health outcomes resulting from lack of food 

security. Interventions must address the need to reduce inequalities within Solomon 

Islands by considering the role of economic development is shaping the social 

determinants of health to enable access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food at all times 

by all Solomon Islanders.   

 

3) Coordinated multi-sectoral and integrated approaches that are outcome focused, 

relevant, sustainable, resilient, and adaptable to changing markets and environments are 

essential.  

 
4) Respect for the Solomon Islands traditional food systems, values and culture through 

policies, programmes and services must be ensured. Traditional food production systems 

and practices, customary management of fisheries resources and traditional preservation 

techniques will be promoted and preserved.   

 
5 Existing Policies, Plans and Regulatory Frameworks 
 

The National Food Security, Food Safety and Nutrition Policy is guided and linked to existing 

policies, strategic plans, and regulatory frameworks. It aligns with the Solomon Islands National 

Development Strategy through the respective ministries’ current plans and policies which 

includes;  

 

1) Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific 

2) Nasionol Lokol Kaikai- A Framework for Action 

3) Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Corporate Plan  

4) Solomon Islands Agriculture and Livestock Sector Policy 2015-2019 

5) The National Extension Policy 2017-2021 

6) Ministry of Fisheries Marine Resources Corporate Plan 2015-2018  

7) Ministry of Fisheries Marine Resources Strategy 2017-2019  

8) Ministry of Health and Medical Services National Health Strategic Plan 2016-2020 

 
17 
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/ess/ess_test_folder/Workshops_Events/Workshop_New_Caledonia_2012/Pacific_Food
_Security_Framework_-_May_2012.pdf 
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9) The National Food Safety Programme and associated Regulatory Framework 

10) The National Nutrition Programme 

11) The National Nutrition and Healthy Lifestyle Plan 2007-2017 

 
6 Policy Vision Statement, Goals and Actions 

6.1 Vision statement 
 
‘Achieving food and nutrition security in Solomon Islands, through long term, 

sustainable collaboration and engagement by all key stakeholders’ 

6.2 Goal 
 
To ensure sufficient, safe, nutritious foods are readily available, accessible, affordable 

and acceptable to all Solomon Islanders at all times.   

6.3 Objectives 
 
The goal of the Food Security, Food Safety and Nutrition Policy is reflected through these 

twelve policy outcomes: 

 

1. Reduced prevalence of underweight, stunting and wasting in children under 5 years of 

age; 

 

2. Reduced prevalence of iron-deficiency anaemia among children under 5 years of age and 

women of child bearing age;  

 

3. Improve maternal and infant and child feeding and hygiene practices; 

 

4. A halt in the increase of overweight and obesity among adolescents and adults, and 
prevent childhood obesity;  
 

5. Reduced premature deaths and disabilities in adults due to non-communicable diseases 

and its complications, and incidence of foodborne illness; 

 

6. All foods that are produced, processed, traded and marketed to Solomon Islanders are 

safe and healthy for consumption; 

 

7. Increased public sector investment in agricultural research and extension approaches 

aimed at increasing the affordable supply of local foods; 

 

8. Increased private sector investment in nutrition-sensitive agricultural value chains, to 

facilitate the adoption of improved production, marketing, processing and retailing 

technologies and methods; 

 

9. Vulnerable groups, such as school children, low-income households and remote 

communities, improve their access to nutritious, local food through own production and 
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preparation strategies; 

 

10. Local farming and fishing communities improve the sustainability of local food supply 

sources through the adoption of sustainable agriculture and fisheries management 

methods;  

 

11. The quantity, quality, safety and affordability of nutritious food available and accessible 

to all Solomon Islanders at all times; and 

 

12. The co-ordination, monitoring and reporting, and impact of food security, nutrition and 

food safety interventions in the Solomon Islands is improved. 

 
7       Key Policy Areas for Action 

 
The key policy areas to address the principles of this policy and achieve the policy goal and 
objectives in 2020 are: 
 

1) Leadership, governance and coordination. This includes the improving and strengthening 
of the current integration of food security, food safety and nutrition efforts across 
MHMS, MAL and MFMR, and other Government Ministries such as trade, finance, 
education, and other sectors.  
 

2) Increasing the sustainable production and productivity of agricultural and fisheries, 
including climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction.  
 

3) Preservation of traditional food production, practices and biodiversity. 
 

4) Adopt, enforce and monitor food standards that are in line with regional and Codex 
Alimentarius in order to improve food safety and quality. 
 

5) Reduce the incentives for the production, marketing and trade of food and beverages 
identified as contributing most to poor health and nutrition outcomes 
 

6) Scaling up evidence-based high impact nutrition interventions and approaches for better 
nutrition, particularly for the most vulnerable groups including women and infant and 
children and the promotion of household health and nutrition. 
 

7) Strengthening social marketing and consumer awareness on safe and healthy food 
choices, including the promotion of household health and nutrition. 
 

8) Strengthening emergency preparedness and responsiveness. 
 

9) Strengthening nutrition, food safety and food security information system for learning 
and development. 

 
10) Effective monitoring and evaluation of the policy and its implementation plan. 

 

7.1 Policy Area 1: Leadership, Governance and Co-ordination  
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7.1.1 Strengthening and improving the current integration of food security, food safety 

and nutrition efforts across MHMS, MAL and MFMR, and other Government 

Ministries such as Trade, Finance, Education, and other sectors. 

 

7.1.2 A Term of Reference (ToR) for the National Food Security, Nutrition and Food 

Safety Technical Working Group (TWG) is developed. 

 
7.1.3 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) are developed outlining in detail the 

implementation activities and responsibilities of the five core Ministries (MHMS, 

MAL, MEHRD, MoT and MFMR), to assist with mainstreaming of Action Plan 

into the Ministries Corporate Plans. 

 
7.1.4 A secretary for the TWG is selected. 

 

7.1.5 A well-coordinated multi-sectoral committee is operational and active, holding 

regular meetings, preparing briefs on progress achieved on implementation 

activities. 

 

7.1.6 Annual monitoring reports are prepared and disseminated/presented to 

Permanent Secretaries from participating Ministries. 

 

7.1.7 A mid-term review of the Policy and Action Plan is conducted an amendments 

undertaken. 

 

7.1.8 An end of the Action Plan review is undertaken and report submitted to the 

Permanent Secretaries of the five core Ministries. 

7.2  Policy Area 2: Increasing the sustainable production and productivity of 

agricultural and fisheries, including climate change adaptation and disaster risk 

reduction 

 
7.2.1 Strengthen research and extension delivery services on local production systems. 

 
7.2.2 Facilitate improved access to ‘sup sup’ gardens. 
 
7.2.3 Improve the capacity of school gardens to provide nutritious meals and 

agribusiness and training. 
 

7.2.4 Improve access to affordable nutritious lokol kaikai through adoption of 
improved production, post-harvest, marketing and processing technologies. 

 
7.2.5 Improve affordability and accessibility to food items. 

 
7.2.6 Improve production and sustainability of small livestock projects. 

 
7.2.7 Provide resources and training for farmers. 
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7.2.8 Revive the cattle industry. 
 

7.2.9 Pursue the development of exotic and indigenous fruits. 
 

7.2.10 Increase awareness and promotion of marine protected and taboo sites to 
increase sustainability and reproduction of marine resources. 

 
7.2.11 Improve and strengthen the contribution of small-scale fisheries to alleviate 

poverty, food and nutrition security. 
 

7.2.12 Promote farming of milkfish, tilapia, prawns and providing technical support and 
resources to support aquaculture industry. 

 
7.2.13 Initiate sustainable financing models such as Government and Business model to 

secure markets for local fishers. 
 

7.2.14 Improve and increase the contribution of commercial and large tuna fisheries to 
national revenue generation, food and nutrition security. 

 
7.2.15 Increase the contribution of oceanic fisheries resources to domestic food supply. 

 
7.2.16 Increase the competiveness and trading of agriculture and fisheries products in 

the domestic market. 
 

7.2.17 Improve governance and order at national, provincial and community levels and 
strengthening links at all levels to be resilient and able to adapt to predict impacts 
of climate change. 

 

7.3 Policy Area 3: Conservation of biodiversity and traditional food production practices 
 

7.3.1 The MAL and Agriculture Extension will provide great support for local food 
production by: 

 
7.3.1.1 Applying proper land planning strategies. 

 
7.3.1.2 Promoting planting of nutrient-rich varieties of crops. 

 
7.3.1.3 Improving the local perception of local foods ‘vis-à-vis’ processed imported 

food items. 
 

7.3.1.4 Documenting traditional food system (food species and nutrient values). 
 

7.3.1.5 Safeguarding the biodiversity of plants and animals. 
 

7.4  Policy Area 4: Adopting, enforcing and monitoring food standards that are in line 
with regional and CODEX Alimentarius 

 
7.4.1 The Food Safety Unit of the MHMS (and its stakeholders) through its regulatory 

responsibilities will: 
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7.4.1.1 Progress the development and endorsement of food control regulations and 
standards in line with the CODEX Alimentarius and other Pacific Island 
countries. 

 
7.4.1.2 Process the development and application of the food standards for high, 

medium, and low fat, sugar and salt. 
 

7.4.1.3 Review and implement the risk-based food control inspection guidelines for 
imported and domestic foods. 

 
7.4.1.4 Identify, assess and introduce appropriate actions for streamlining import 

and export procedures. 
 

7.4.1.5 Enforce and monitor flour fortification and salt iodization initiatives. 
 

7.4.1.6 Introduce Pure Food Regulation amendments to implement, enforce and 
monitor rice fortification and other nutrition requirements. 

 
7.4.1.7 Assess and monitor nutrient composition, including food standards and 

claims. 
 

7.4.1.8 Enhance the collection and sharing of information relating to food and 
water contamination and foodborne illnesses to better inform risk 
management practices. 

 

7.5  Policy Area 5: Reduce the incentives for the production, marketing and trade of 
food and beverages identified as contributors to poor health and nutrition 
outcomes 
 

7.5.1 The MHMS, Trade, and Customs will collaborate to initiate and implement taxation 

of imports of unhealthy food items such as sugar sweetened beverages and snacks, 

and decrease taxation to liberalize trade of such with standard quarantine on healthy 

options such as vegetables and water.  

 
7.5.2 The MAL and MFMR will work together to identify and implement a resource 

mobilization and dissemination mechanism for investing the additional tax revenues 

in complimentary actions for improving food and nutritional security 

 

7.6 Policy Area 6: Scaling up of evidence- based high impact interventions and 
approaches for better nutrition, particularly for the most vulnerable groups 
including women and infants and children and the promotion of household health 
and nutrition 

 
7.6.1  The MHMS, provincial health, and local health clinics will scale up efforts to 

promote healthy infant and young child feeding practices based on the global 

recommendation  on exclusive breastfeeding up to six months with continuation up to 2 

years and beyond, while providing adequate, safe, and nutritious complementary foods 

from 6 months. These will include: 
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7.6.1.2 Review the Mother and Baby Friendly Hospital (BFH) Policy. 

 

7.6.1.3 Continue training of health workers and support groups at both national and 

provincial levels on breastfeeding and complementary feeding based on 

WHO/UNICEF resources, with aim to increase their advocacy for exclusive 

breastfeeding and complementary feeding. 

 
7.6.1.4 Assessment or re-assessment of the BFHs Status to identity gaps. 

 
7.6.1.5 Enforcement, assessment and monitoring of the Code on Marketing of 

Breast Milk Substitute. 

 
7.6.1.6 Assessment of the aspects of the code that was incorporated into mandatory 

standards. 

 
7.6.1.7 Review the National Plan on Code Implementation. 

 
7.6.1.8 Develop dietary guideline for young children and its communication plan. 

 
7.6.1.9 National school food policy to incorporate school feeding and nutrition 

programmes for preschoolers, kindergarten, and primary schools (year 1). 

 
7.6.1.10 Continue to engage mass media to promote breastfeeding and 

complementary feeding. 

 
7.6.1.11 Promote community based behaviour changed communication strategy for 

improved maternal and infant and young child nutrition. 

 

7.6.1.12 MHMS, provincial health, and local health clinics will continue the routine 

iron supplementation to pregnant women while also providing nutritional 

counseling ion iron rich foods, Vitamin C foods and support iodization. 

 

7.6.1.13 In collaboration with MAL, MHMS will continue to assess and disseminate 

nutrition composition of local crops and vegetables to key stakeholders. 

 

7.7 Policy Area 7: Strengthening social marketing and consumer awareness on safe and 
healthy food choices, including the promotion of household health and nutrition 

 

7.7.1.1 The MHMS, Provincial Health and local clinics will intensity health 

promotion activities to; 

 

7.7.1.2 Promote healthy food choices highlighting the nutrient value of local foods. 

  

7.7.1.3 Increase awareness on fortified foods such as flour, rice, salt and oil. 
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7.7.1.4 Disseminate information on NCD risk factors through media and 

campaigns. 

 

7.7.1.5 Conduct awareness on food labeling and food claims to help public make 

healthier food choices. 

 

7.7.1.6 Strengthen food safety and nutrition education for school children, 

producers, food handlers(including street vendors) and general consumers. 

 

7.7.1.7  Assess the effectiveness of the locally adapted WHO Communication for 

Behavioural Impact (COMBI) programme for the impact on exclusive 

breastfeeding and identify gaps to strengthen the programme. 

  

7.8 Policy Area 8: Strengthening emergency preparedness and responsiveness 
 

7.8.1.1 In preparation for emergency that affects food security, food safety and 

nutrition, all Government Ministries will continue to be involved in 

integrated work such as: 

 

7.8.1.2 Maintaining and strengthening the current security information systems. 

 

7.8.1.3 Assessment of the established integrated food security information unit to 

identify gaps and strengthen. 

 

7.8.1.4 Continue to conduct timely food security assessment to identify contributors 

to food insecurity. 

 

7.8.1.5 Continue to collect, update and disseminate information on supply and 

demand on food commodities in order to facilitate local food aid supply 

opportunities. 

 

7.8.1.6 Assess the early warning, monitoring and surveillance information system to 

identify gaps and strengthen, including the continuation to use the system 

for decision-making purposes particularly those involving hike in food prices 

and disasters.  

 

7.8.1.7 Develop and integrate national nutrition emergency preparedness and 

response plans within the national Health Emergency Response Plans. 

 

7.8.1.8 The MHMS, MAL, and MFMR, in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Commerce will continue to: 

 

7.8.1.9 Improve procedures, including tracing and recall systems to identify, 
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investigate, and control food safety incidents. 

 

7.8.1.10Continue to be part of the national INFOSAN network. 

 

7.8.1.11Proper notification on all food safety incidents to WHO in line with the 

International Health Regulations. 

 

7.9 Policy Area 9: Strengthening food security information system for learning and 
development 

 

7.9.1 Enhance statistical systems and dissemination mechanisms to support national, 

regional and international commitments. 

 

7.9.2 Identify and integrate key nutrition and food safety indicators within Health 

Information System.  

 

7.10 Policy Area 10: Effective monitoring and evaluation 
 

7.10.1 The Technical Working Group (TWG) will monitor this policy and give direction 

when it should be evaluated and revised.  

 
 

8   Policy Implementation, Monitoring and Evaluation 

8.1 Policy implementation 
 
8.1.1  The National Food Security, Food Safety and Nutrition Policy is an integrated 

document prepared by five Government Ministries; MHMS, MAL, MEHRD, MFAET, 

and MFMR. With its multi-sectoral focus, a multi-sectoral implementation plan has been 

developed through which the policy will be implemented over the next six years. The 

plan details the key strategic areas and actions of these three ministries, including its 

monitoring and evaluation with specific focus to improving food security, food safety 

and nutrition status in Solomon Islands. The plan also encompasses the key strategic 

areas and actions in the Nasinol Lokol Kaikai Framework for Action which focuses on 

the promotion of local foods.  

 
8.1.2  A need to establish a strong multi-sectoral mechanism has been highlighted. The 

committee will have a rotating chair between the Permanent Secretary of MHMS and 

Permanent Secretary of MAL, supported by the Secretary. Membership will include one 

principal and one second representative from each of the five key Ministries, with 

representatives from other relevant Ministries, academic institutions, and non-

government organisations, including civil society on an ad hoc basis as required or 

requested. The purpose of the TWG is to operationalize the Policy Action Plan, 

overseeing the mainstreaming into Ministry Annual Corporate Plans and Divisional work 

plans; and to report progress against this objective, both through quarterly briefs and via 
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Annual, Mid-Term and End of Plan reports. The committee will operate according to a 

revised term of reference which will clearly define its specific roles and communication 

procedures. This committee will also provide advocacy and advisory role to leverage 

necessary support for the implementation of the Food Security, Food Safety and 

Nutrition Policy. 

 

8.2 Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

8.2.1  The monitoring of this policy will be done by the TWG Secretary, with support 
from members. The evaluation of the policy and its implementation plan will be 
conducted at the third quarter of 2021. 
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Annexes  
 

Annex A: Outcome indicators  
 

Objective Indicators of success 

1. Improved food security and self-sufficiency Reduction in food imports as a % of 
merchandise imports by 10% (from 5.8% in 
2016, to <5.3% in 2023) 
 
Decrease in the per capita consumption of 
rice, from 75kg in 2017 to 60kg in 2023 

2. Reduced prevalence of underweight, 
stunting and wasting in children under 5 years 
of age; 
 

Reduction in the prevalence of 
undernourishment by 25% (From 11% in 
2016, to 8% by 2023) 
 
Reduction in the prevalence of stunting 
among under 5 children (from 32% in 2015, 
to 28% by 2023) 

3. Reduced prevalence of iron-deficiency 
anaemia among children under 5 years of age 
and women of child bearing age;  

Reduction in the proportion of children 
under 5 years old who are anaemic (from 39% 
in 2015 to 30% by 2023) 
 
Reduction in the prevalence of anaemia 
among adult women (from 41% in 2015 to 
38% by 2023) 

4. A halt in the increase of overweight and 
obesity among adolescents and adults, and 
prevent childhood obesity;  

Reduction in proportion of adult women who 
are obese (from 18% in 2015 to 15% by 2023) 
 
Reduction in the proportion of adult men 
who are obese (from 10% in 2015 to 7% by 
2023) 
 
A halt in the increase in child obesity for 
under 5s (maintain at 4% 2015 baseline by 
2023) 

5. Increased share of loans going to the 
agriculture sector, to facilitate private sector 
investment in the adoption of improved 
production, marketing, processing and 
retailing technologies and methods in 
nutrition-sensitive value chains 
 

Agriculture credit as a share of total credit, 
increase from current levels by 2023 (world 
development indicators) 

6. Vulnerable groups, such as school children, 
low-income households and remote 
communities, improve their access to 
nutritious, local food through own 
production and preparation strategies 
 

Increase in the number of ‘sup sup’ gardens 
established, to 50 by 2023 

7. Local farming and fishing communities 
improve the sustainability of local food 

Increase in area of land covered by 
sustainable management agreement to 10% 
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supply sources through the adoption of 
sustainable agriculture and fisheries 
management methods; and 

Increase in the area of marine resources 
covered by sustainable management 
agreement to 10% 
 

8. The quantity, quality, safety and 
affordability of nutritious food available and 
accessible to all Solomon Islanders at all times 

Increase in the agriculture production index 
by 10% (2016 baseline was 117; 2004-
06=100) 
 
Increase in per household consumption of 
fresh fish, from 31kg per annum in 2015 to 
36kg by 2023. 
 
Reduction in price of common food 
commodities by 2% as reflected in the 
domestic food price index by 2020 
 
Reduction in food borne illness incidence rate 
by 5% in 2020 
 

9. Improved access to nutritious meals and 
nutrition education among target vulnerable 
groups, including school children 

Increase in the number of enhanced school 
gardens supplying regular school meals, from 
3 in 2017 to 25 by 2023 
 
Increase in the number of school students 
accessing enhanced nutrition education, to 
50% of all primary and secondary education 
 

10. The co-ordination, monitoring and 
reporting, and impact of food security, 
nutrition and food safety interventions in the 
Solomon Islands is improved. 

The Food Security, Food Safety and 
Nutrition Policy Technical Working Group 
(TWG) has meet at least quarterly and 
provided one brief on implementation 
progress per Ministry, per quarter 
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Annex B: NFSFSNP Implementation Work Plan 2019-2023 

 

 

National Food Security, Food Safety and Nutrition Policy Action Plan 2019 -2023   

Expected 
Outcomes Strategic Actions Milestones Lead Agency 

Partner 
Institutions 

Source of 
funding 

  
Budgets (SBD ,000) 

  SBD ,000 

            2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total 

Policy Area 1 – Leadership, Governance and Coordination         

1. Strengthened 
leadership, 
governance and 
coordination 

1.1 A ToR for the National 
Food Security, Food 
Safety and Nutrition 
(FSFSN) Technical 
Working Group (TWG)  

ToR Developed MHMS, MAL,  MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS, MAL 

3 3 4   2 12 

  

1.2 MoUs are completed 
outlining the 
implementation activities 
and responsibilities of the 
5 core Ministries (MHMS, 
MAL, MEHRD, MT and 
MFMR), to assist with 
mainstreaming of Action 
Plan into Ministry 
Corporate Plans 

MoUs developed FSFSN TWG MAL, MHMS, 
MEHRD, 
MFMR,  
Private sector 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

2 2 2 2 2 10 

  

1.3 A dedicated (50% of 
time) secretary for the 
TWG is selected and is 
active 

An Active 
Secretary 
selected  

FSFSN TWG FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

10 30 40 40 50 170 
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1.4 A well-coordinated 
multi-sectoral committee 
is operational and active, 
holding regular meetings, 
preparing briefs on 
progress achieved on 
implementation activities 

Stakeholders 
consultative 
meetings a year, 
1 briefs produced 
per Ministry per 
meeting 

FSFSN TWG  FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 20 150 250 300 400 1120 

  

1.5  Annual monitoring 
reports are prepared and 
disseminated/presented 
to Permanent Secretaries 
from participating 
Ministries 

Annual 
monitoring 
reports prepared 
and submitted  

FSFSN TWG FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 30 150 200 300 400 1080 

  

1.6 A mid-term review of 
the Policy and Action Plan 
is conducted and 
amendments undertaken 

Mid-term review 
prepared and 
submitted  

FSFSN TWG FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

  30 40 40 40 150 

  

1.7 An end of Action Plan 
review is undertaken and 
submitted to Permanent 
Secretaries from 
participating Ministries 

End of Action 
Plan review 
prepared and 
submitted  

FSFSN TWG FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

FSFSN TWG, 
MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

  50 60 50 40 200 

Subtotal  PA 1           
65 415 596 732 934 2742 

Policy Area 2 – Increasing the sustainable production and productivity of agricultural and fisheries, including climate change adaptation and disaster risk 
reduction.   
2.1 Promoted 
farmers 
knowledge on 
farming systems 
that are 
environment 
friendly and 
organic 

2.1.1 Promote the use of 
organic soil improvement 
methods such as 
composting and mulching 

# of farmers 
using composting 
and mulching 
techniques for 
soil improvement 

Agriculture 
Extension 

MAL, NGOs 
(KGA, GGEG), 
Farmer 
Stakeholders 

MAL  

100 150 200 250 250 950 
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2.1.2 Up scaling of proven 
appropriate technologies 
in organic farming 
systems 

# of farmers 
adopting the 
technology 

Agriculture 
Extension 

Agriculture 
Extension, 
Farmer 
stakeholders 

MAL  

100 100 100 100 100 500 

2.2 Provided 
support for ‘sup 
sup’ garden 
projects 

2.2.1 Promote ‘sup sup’ 
garden techniques 

# of sup sup 
gardens in 
communities                                      
# of supsup 
gardens in 
schools 

Agriculture 
Extension,  
MEHRD,  

Agriculture 
Extension  
Ministry of 
Education 

MAL  

200 300 300 300 300 1400 

  

2.2.2 Distribute seedlings 
and plant cuttings 

# of seedling and 
cuttings 
distributed 

Agriculture 
Extension 

MAL, NGOs 
(KGA, GGEG), 
Farmer 
Stakeholders 

MAL  

500 500 500 500 500 2500 

  

2.2.3 Incorporate cooking 
demonstration sessions 
on local vegetables 

# of cooking 
demonstrations 

Agriculture 
Extension, 
MAL, 
Nutrition 
MHMS 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS, MAL 

100 150 150 200 200 800 

2.3 School farm 
development 

2.3.1 Established of 
school farms 

# of school farms 
established 

MAL, MEHR, 
MFMR 

MAL, MEHRD, 
MFMR, HCC 

MEHRD, MAL 

100 200 200 200 200 900 

  

2.3.2 Training of farm 
managers/management 

# farm managers 
trained 

MAL, MEHRD MAL, MHERD,  MAL, MEHRD 

50 50 100 100 100 400 

  

2.3.3 Establish “Young 
Farmers” clubs in schools 

# of Young 
Farmers clubs re-
established 

MAL, 
MEHRD,  

MAL, MHERD,  MAL, MEHRD 

100 100 100 100 100 500 

2.4 Improved 
affordability and 
accessibility to 
food items 

2.4.1.1 Financial literacy 
and pricing training of 
farmers and vendors 

Reduction or 
control of food 
prices 

MAL, MOFT, 
Consumer 
Affairs 

MAL, MOFT, 
Consumer 
Affairs,  

MAL, MHMS 

100 100 100 100 100 500 
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2.4.1.2 Price control 
measures 

# of farmers & 
vendors 

MAL, MOFT MAL, MOFT, 
Consumer 
Affairs,  

MOFT, MAL, 
Consumer 
Affairs 50 50 50 50 50 250 

2.5 Improved 
production, 
post-harvest, 
marketing and 
processing of 
staple food 
crops 

2.5.1 Establish network 
with other private sector 
involves in processing of 
staple food 

Network 
established 

MAL, Private 
Sector, 
Commerce, 
Farmer 
Associations 

MAL, Private 
Sector, 
Commerce 

MAL, Private 
Sector 

10 20 30 30 40 130 

  

2.5.2 Support domestic 
production and 
processing of staple crops 

Increase 
production and 
processing 
efforts.      
Increase income 
from sales of local 
produce  

MAL  Private 
Sector , 
Commerce 
&Industry 

MAL, Private 
Sector, 
Farmer 
Associations, 
Faith based - 
organisations 

MAL, 
Farmers 
Associations,  

500 500 600 600 600 2800 

  

2.5.3 Improve access to 
finance for 
entrepreneurial food 
production & processing 
businesses 

Financing 
mechanisms in 
place to support 
entrepreneurial 
food production 
and processing 
initiatives 
funded. 

MAL,  
Finance, 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

MOFT, MAL, 
Chamber of 
commerce 

MOFT, MAL,  

20 20 30 30 30 130 

2.6 Improved 
production and 
sustainability of 
small livestock 
subsector 

2.6.1.1 Promote better 
husbandry and improve 
feeding practices 

# small livestock 
projects 

Livestock 
Sector, 
Agriculture 
Extension, 
MAL 

MAL, 
Livestock 
Farmers 
Association, 
Agriculture 
Extension 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division 

200 200 500 500 500 1900 

  

2.6.1.2 Provide access to 
markets 

# of farmers 
having access to 
livestock markets 

Livestock 
Sector, 
Agriculture 
Extension, 
MAL 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division, 
Extension 
Division, 
Farmer 
Associations. 

MAL, 
Livestock 
Division 

400 400 500 500 500 2300 
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2.7 Provided 
resources and 
training for 
livestock 
farmers 

2.7.1.1 Develop and 
distribute information 
resources 

# of resources 
developed and 
distributed,  MAL 

Livestock 
Sector 
Agriculture 
Extension 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division, 
Extension 
Division, 
Farmer 
Associations. 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division 

20 30 30 40 40 160 

  2.7.1.2 Conduct trainings # of trainings 
conducted  

Livestock 
Sector, 
Agriculture 
Extension, 
MAL 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division, 
Extension 
Division, 
Farmer 
Associations. 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division 

100 150 150 150 150 700 

2.8 Revived 
cattle industry 

2.8.1.1 Continue imports 
and breeding of cattle 

# of cattle herd in 
the country  

Livestock 
Sector, 
Agriculture 
Extension, 
MAL 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division, 
Extension 
Division, 
Farmer 
Associations. 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division 

300 300 300 400 400 1700 

  2.8.1.2 Support access to 
domestic and regional 
market 

# of farmers 
accessing 
livestock markets 

Livestock 
Sector, 
Agriculture 
Extension, 
MAL 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division, 
Extension 
Division, 
Farmer 
Associations. 

MAL 
Livestock 
Division 

20 30 30 30 30 140 

2.9 Increased 
the availability 
and usage of 
exotic and 
indigenous fruit 
trees 

2.9.1.1 Increase support 
for planting of exotic and 
indigenous fruit trees 

Availability and 
usage of exotic 
and indigenous 
fruits in all 
provinces 

MAL 
Extension 
Division, 
NGOs, KGA, 
Farmer 
Associations 

MAL 
Extension 
Division, 
Farmer 
Associations. 

MAL 
Extension 
Division 

40 40 50 50 60 240 
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2.9.1.2 Establish support 
and enhance production 
and capitalise on market 
opportunities for exotic 
and indigenous fruits and 
support livelihoods 

# of farmers 
having access to 
domestic 
markets. Increase 
income from local 
produce 

MAL MAL, Farmer 
Associations, 
NGOs,  

MAL 

50 50 50 50 60 260 

2.10. Promoted 
marine 
protected sites 
and taboo sites 
to increase 
sustainability of 
marine 
resources 

2.10.1 Provide awareness 
and technical support 
targeted sites with 
relevant sustainable 
fisheries information and 
implement fisheries 
livelihood support 
programme 

# of small-scale 
fisheries projects 
involved (e.g. # of 
trainings, 
awareness and 
implementation 
projects).                       
# of FADs 
deployed 
projects. 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

60 50 40 30 20 200 

  

2.10.2 Design and create 
sustainable finance 
mechanisms 

Financial 
mechanisms 
available  

MFMR MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

50 

40 30 20 10 150 
2.11 Improved 
and 
strengthened 
the contribution 
of small-scale 
fisheries to 
alleviate 
poverty, food 
and nutrition 
security 

2.11.1 Provide awareness 
and technical support to 
targeted sites 

Number of 
communities 
supported .  
Spatial data of the 
sites protected.                       
# of sites 
protected 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

60 

60 60 60 60 300 

  

2.11.2 Implement 
fisheries livelihood 
support programmes 

# of supported 
programmes 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

50 

50 50 50 50 250 
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2.12 Promoted 
farming of 
milkfish, tilapia, 
prawns and 
providing 
technical 
support and 
resources to 
support 
aquaculture 
industry 

2.12.1 Implement the 
National Aquaculture 
Development Plan 

# of aquaculture 
farms promoted 
and started. 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

50 50 50 50 50 250 

  

2.12.2 Strengthened 
partnership with 
respective farmers with 
manageable SOPs, 
planning and criteria 

Relevant 
documents 
provided to the 
communities 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

40 50 50 50 50 240 

  

2.12.3 Support interested 
farmers with 
considerable technical 
activities 

Technical 
support provided 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

60 60 60 60 60 300 

  

2.12.4 Establish and 
promote institutions and 
school aquaculture 
farming 

Policy 
implemented on 
timely manner 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

50 50 50 50 50 250 

2.13 Secured 
markets for local 
fishers. 

2.13.1 Improve market 
linkages with provincial 
fisheries centres 

Marketing 
strategy and plan 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

80 80 80 60 50 350 

  

2.13.2 Awareness and 
research for relevant data 

Data available Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 
50 50 50 50 50 250 

  

2.13.3 Design and create 
sustainable finance 
mechanisms 

Secured market 
for for local 
fishers 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 
50 50 50 50 50 250 
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2.14 Improved 
and increased 
contribution of 
commercial and 
large tuna 
fisheries to 
national revenue 
generation, food 
and nutrition 
security 

2.14.1 Improve flow of 
information between 
fisheries stakeholders 

timely 
dissemination of 
information 

Fisheries, 
MFMR, HCC 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

  

50 50 50 50 50 250 

  

2.14.2 Establish 
monitoring strategy on 
by-catch reselling at the 
market 

Strategy 
established 

Fisheries, 
MFMR, HCC 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

60 60 60 60 60 300 

  

2.14.3 Support tuna 
industries with food 
standard criteria 

Regular 
monitoring 

Fisheries, 
MFMR, HCC 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 
60 60 60 60 60 300 

  

2.14.4 Promote suitable 
business environment in 
Solomon Islands for 
fisheries investors 

Data showing 
increase in 
national revenue 

Fisheries, 
MFMR, HCC 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

60 60 60 60 60 300 

2.15 Increased 
contribution of 
oceanic fisheries 
resources to 
domestic food 
supply 

2.15.1 Increase catches of 
offshore tuna and related 
species by commercial 
coastal fishermen using 
fish aggregated devices 
(FADs) to substitute for 
reef fishing 

# pelagic fish 
available in the 
market on 
regular basis 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

50 

50 50 50 50 250 

  

2.15.2 Build knowledge 
around diversity of 
traditional fishing 
practices 

Traditional 
fishing practices 
documented 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

80 

60 60 60 60 320 
2.16 Increased 
competiveness 
and trading of 
agriculture and 
fisheries product 
in domestic 
market 

2.16.1 Build knowledge 
around diversity of 
traditional fishing 
practices 

Traditional 
fishing practices 
documented  

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
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2.16.2 Conduct regular 
fish markets surveys to 
monitor and regulate 
local prices to facilitate 
fair trade protecting 
consumers 

Analyzed reports 
available for key 
stakeholders 

Fisheries, 
MFMR 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups. 

MFMR 

60 60 60 60 60 300 

  

2.16.3 Promote business 
opportunities for high 
value agricultural and 
fisheries products 

  # business  
opportunities 
initiated 

Private 
Sector, 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
fisher groups.  
Private sector 

MFMR, 
Private 
Sector 60 60 60 60 60 300 

  

2.16.4 Provide business 
training/mentoring for 
farmers and fishers which 
include practical advice of 
doing business 

# farmers & 
fishermen trained 

Chamber of 
Commerce,  
Private 
Sector 

MFMR, MAL, 
NGOs, Local 
Fisher 
Groups, 
Private Sector 

MFMR, 
Private 
Sector 80 80 80 80 80 400 

  

2.16.5 Enhance 
opportunities to market 
and promote local foods 
e.g. Local food events, 
local food cooking 
competitions 

Increased volume 
of local foods sold 
in the markets  

Agriculture, 
Chamber of 
Commerce, 
Civil Society 

MAL, Private 
farmer 
Association, 
Nutrition 
Division, Civil 
Society 

MAL, 
Nutrition 
Division, 
MHMS,  

100 100 150 150 150 650 

2.17 Improved 
governance and 
order at 
national, 
provincial and 
community 
levels and 
strengthening 
links at all levels 
to be resilient 
and able to 
adapt to 
predicted 
impacts of 
climate change 

2.17.1 Implementation of 
the Solomon Islands 
National Climate Change 
Policy 2010-2017 

Policy 
implemented on 
timely manner 

Ministry of 
Environment 

Minsitry of 
Environment, 
MAL,  

MoE,  

          0 
Subtotal PA 2           

4320 4670 5330 5500 5500 25320 
Policy Area 3: Conservation of biodiversity and traditional food production 
practices  
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3.1. Applying 
proper land 
planning 
strategies 

3.1.1 Employ land use 
planning strategies for 
conservation 

Strategy 
developed 

MAL, 
Agriculture 
Extension 

MAL, 
Agricuture 
Extension,  

MAL Land 
Use Division 

5 5 10 10 10 40 

  

3.1.2 Apply land-use 
planning technologies 

Land use 
planning and  
technologies used 

MAL, 
Agriculture 
Extension 

MAL, 
Agricuture 
Extension, 
Land Use 
Division 

MAL Land 
Use Division 

50 50 70 80 100 350 

3.2. Promoting 
planting of 
nutrient-rich 
varieties of 
crops and 
livestock species 

3.2.1 Promote collection 
and bulking nutrient-rich 
varieties of crops and 
livestock species 

# collection and 
bulking sites.                                
# of crops and 
livestock speccies 

MAL, 
Agriculture 
Extension, 
Livestock 
Division 

MAL, 
Extension 
Division, 
Livestock 
Division, 
NGOs,  

MAL 
Extension 
Division, 
Livestock 
Division 

200 250 250 300 300 1300 

  

3.2.2 Provide support on 
distribution and planting 
of nutrient-rich crops and 
livestock to farmers 

# nutrient- rich 
crops and 
livestock 
distributed                        
# of sites 
distributed  

MAL, 
Agriculture 
Extension 

MAL 
Extension 
Division, 
Livestock 
Division,  
Farmer 
Associations. 

MAL 
Extension 
Division, 
Livestock 
Division 

100 100 200 200 200 800 

  

3.3.3 Enhance 
opportunities to market 
and promote these crops 
and livestock  

# market 
opportunities 
promoted                                        
# crops and 
livestock 
marketed  

MAL, 
Agriculture 
Extension 

MAL 
Extension 
Division, 
Livestock 
Division,  
Farmer 
Associations. 

MAL 
Extension 
Division, 
Livestock 
Division 

50 50 50 50 50 250 

3.3 Improving 
the local 
perception of 
local foods ‘vis-
à-vis’ processed 
imported foods. 

3.3.1 Conduct awareness 
on the richness of local 
foods  

# awareness talks 
campaigns 

MAL, 
Agriculture 
Extension,  
MHMS 

MAL, MHMS, 
MEHRD, 
Private sector 

MAL, MHMS 

50 50 40 40 50 230 
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3.3.2 Provide support to 
conduct field days / trade 
shows promoting / 
displaying of local foods  

# field days / 
shows  

MAL, 
Agriculture 
Extension, 
MHMS 

MAL, 
Extension 
Division, 
Livestock 
Division, 
NGOs,  

MAL 

100 150 200 200 150 800 

3.4 Documenting 
traditional food 
system (food 
species and 
nutrient values) 

Conduct recording of 
traditional food 
production system and 
foods.                         
Publish document of 
traditional systems 

Documents 
completed and 
printed.   
Documents made 
available to 
public 

MAL, 
Agriculture 
Extension,   

MAL 
Extension, 
NGOs, 
Conservation 
Groups,  

MAL 

100 100 150 150 100 600 

Subtotal  PA 3           

655 755 970 1030 960 4370 

Policy Area 4: Adopting, enforcing and monitoring food standards that are in line with regional and CODEX 
Alimentarius 

            

4.1  Ensured 
food safety for 
all Solomon 
Islanders 

4.11 Maintain the 
development and 
endorsement of food 
control regulations and 
standards in line with the 
CODEX Alimentarius and 
other Pacific Island 
countries. 

Reviewed food 
control 
regulations and 
standards in a 
timely manner 

Food Safety, 
MHMS, HCC 

MHMS, Food 
Safety  

MHMS, Food 
Safety 
Division 

5 

5 5 10 10 35 

  

4.12 Implement the 
Street Food Code of 
Practice and adopted as 
bi-law 

# of street food 
vendors trained 
and in 
compliance with 
the Code of 
Practice 

Food Safety, 
MHMS 

MHMS, Food 
Safety  

MHMS, Food 
Safety 
Division 

10 

10 10 10 5 45 
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4.13 Review and finalise 
existing draft food 
standards and 
regulations in line with 
the Pure Food Control Act 
1996  and Food 
Regulation 2010 and 
internally accepted 
standards such as CODEX  
to support importation of 
healthy foods 

Reviewed Pure 
Food Control Act 
1996 

Food Safety,  
MHMS 

MHMS, Food 
Safety  

MHMS, Food 
Safety 
Division 

10 

20 20 20 20 90 

  

4.14 Implement the risk-
based food control 
guideline (part of the 
Imported Food Control 
Guideline) 

Timely 
implementation 
of the guidelines 

Food Safety, 
MHMS 

MHMS, Food 
Safety  

MHMS, Food 
Safety 
Division 

20 

50 50 40 20 180 

  

4.15 Endorse and 
implement the Food 
Grading Regulation 

Endorsed and 
timely 
implementation 
of the Food 
Grading 
Regulation 

AG Office,  
Food Safety 
MHMS, HCC 

MHMS, AG 
Chambers, 
Food Safety, 
HCC 

MHMS, AG 
Chambers, 
Food Safety 
Division 

3 

50 50 50 50 203 

  

4.1.1.6 Identify, assess 
and introduce 
appropriate actions for 
streamlining import and 
export procedures 

Regulatory 
guidelines and 
SOPs developed 
and 
implemented.        
Maintain export 
regulation for fish 

Food Safety, 
MHMS, 
Nutrition 
Unit 

MHMS, Food 
Safety, 
Nutrition Unit 

MHMS, Food 
Safety 
Division, 
Nutrition 
Division 

3 

10 20 50 50 133 

  

4.1.1.7 Enforce and 
monitor flour fortification 
and salt iodisation 
initiatives 

Enforcement and 
monitoring 
systems in place 

Food Safety, 
MHMS 
Nutrition 
Unit 

MHMS, Food 
Safety, 
Nutrition Unit 

MHMS 3 

10 20 20 20 73 
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4.1.1.8 Establish or 
allocate  a post for a 
monitoring officer within 
Food Safety Unit to 
monitor quality aspect of 
food fortification , salt 
iodisation and rice 
fortification within the 
enforcement powers of 
Food Safety Unit 

Appointment of a 
monitoring 
Officer 

Food Safety, 
MHMS, 
Nutrition 
Unit 

MHMS, Food 
Safety, 
Nutrition Unit 

MHMS 3 

200 200 100 50 553 

  

4.1.1.9 Assess and 
monitor nutrient 
composition, including 
food standards and 
claims. 

Assessment and 
monitoring 
system in place 

Food Safety, 
MHMS, 
Nutrition 
Unit 

MHMS, Food 
Safety, 
Nutrition Unit 

MHMS 10 

20 20 20 20 90 

  

4.1.1.10 Enhance the 
collection and sharing of 
information relating to 
food and water 
contamination and 
foodborne illnesses to 
better inform risk 
management practices 

Information 
system in place 
with linkages to 
clinics and 
hospitals 

Food Safety, 
MHMS, ICT 

MHMS, Food 
Safety, 
Nutrition Unit 

MHMS 10 

10 20 10 10 60 
Subtotal PA 4           

77 385 415 330 255 1462 

Policy Area 5: Reduce the incentives for the production, marketing and trade of food and beverages identified as contributing most to poor health and nutrition 
outcomes 

5.1 
Strengthened 
legislative 
frameworks for 
food and 
nutrition 
security 

5.1.1 Develop or adapt 
legislative framework to 
support food and 
nutrition security 

Legislative 
Framework 
developed 

MHMS, MAL, 
Trade and 
MOFT 

MHMS, MAL,  
MFMR, MOFT, 
MHERD 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

100 100 100 100 100 500 
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5.2 Reviewed 
taxation tools, 
framework and 
surveillance 
tools 

5.2.1 Explore adaption of 
appropriate taxation 
tools to restrict 
consumption of sugar 
sweetened beverages, 
and other unhealthy food 
items 

Appropriate 
taxation tools 
adapted and 
adopted 

NCD, 
Nutrition,  
Food Safety 
Units, MHMS, 
Trade and 
MOFT 

MHMS, Food 
Safety, 
Nutrition 
Unit, NCD, 
MOFT,  

MHMS, MOFT 

50 50 50 50 50 250 

  

5.2.2 Develop and 
implement appropriate 
monitoring and 
surveillance tools to 
assist with enforcement 
of regulatory approaches 

Appropriate 
monitoring 
surveillance toll 
adapted. 

NCD, 
Nutrition,  
Food Safety 
Units, MHMS, 
Trade and 
MOFT 

MHMS, Food 
Safety, 
Nutrition 
Unit, NCD, 
MOFT,  

MHMS, MOFT 

  50 50 50 50 200 

5.3 Increased tax 
on sugar 
sweetened 
beverages and 
other unhealthy 
food 

5.3.1 Assessment of 
imports and tax revenue 
data 

Report available 

NCD and 
Nutrition 
unit, MHMS, 
Trade and 
Customs 

MHMS, NCD, 
Food Safety, 
Nutrition 
Unit, NCD, 
MOFT 

MHMS 10 10 10 10 10 50 

  

5.3.2 Implement tax and 
monitor 

Tax implemented 
and monitoring 
strategy in place 

NCD and 
Nutrition 
unit, MHMS, 
Trade and 
Customs 

MHMS, Trade 
and Customs, 
Nutrition 
Unit, Food 
Safety,  

MHMS, Trade 
and Customs 

20 20 20 20 20 100 

5.4 Reduced tax 
on fruits and 
vegetables and 
water 

5.4.1 Decrease tax on 
fruits and vegetables and 
water 

Decreased in tax  
for fruit, 
vegetables and 
water 

NCD and 
Nutrition 
unit, MHMS, 
Trade and 
Customs 

MHMS, Trade 
and Customs, 
Nutrition 
Unit, Food 
Safety,  

MHMS, Trade 
and Customs 

  15 15 15 15 60 

5.5 Established  
health 
promotion  fund 

5.5.1 Pursue share of 
taxes from revenue on 
unhealthy food for health 
promotion 

Cabinet paper 
lodge  and 
discussed. 

NCD and 
Nutrition 
unit, MHMS, 
Trade and 
Customs 

MHMS, Trade 
and Customs, 
Nutrition 
Unit, Food 
Safety,  

MHMS, Trade 
and Customs 

  20 20 20 20 80 
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5.5.2 Develop procedures 
& guidelines on how 
access and administer  
funds 

Procedures and 
guidelines in 
place 

NCD and 
Nutrition 
unit, MHMS, 
Trade and 
Customs 

MHMS,, Trade 
and Customs, 
Nutrition, 
Food Safety 
Units, NCD 

MHMS, Trade 
and Customs 

15 30 30 30 30 120 

Subtotal PA 5           195 295 295 295 295 1360 

Policy Area 6: Scaling up evidence-based interventions and approaches for better nutrition, particularly for the vulnerable groups, including the promotion of 
household health and nutrition 

6.1 Food and 
nutrition needs 
of vulnerable 
groups such as 
pregnant 
women, 
breastfeeding 
mothers, infant 
and young 
children, elderly 
and those with 
disabilities. 

6.1.1 Promoted and 
implemented IYCF 
practices 

# of training                                     
# of counselling 

Nutrition, 
MHMS, HCC, 
Health 
Division 

MHMS, 
Nutrition HCC 
Health 
Division 

MHMS 

  

100 100 100 100 400 

. 

6.1.2 Update the Baby 
Friendly Hospital (BFH) 
Policy 

Updated policy 
available 

Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition HCC 
Health 
Division 

MHMS 

  

15 15 15 15 60 

  

6.1.3 Continue training of 
health workers and 
support groups at both 
national and provincial 
levels Infant and Young 
Child Feeding & Growth 
Assessment (IYCF & GA) 
based on WHO resources, 
with aim to increase their 
advocacy for exclusive 
breastfeeding and 
complementary feeding. 

# of health 
workers trained 

Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition  
Health 
Division 

MHMS 

75 

150 150 150 150 675 
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6.1.4  Incorporate 
IYCF&GA  in School of  
Nursing & Allied  Health 
Sciences (Nursing & 
Nutrition) curriculum 

IYCF & GA 
incorporated  

Nutrition, 
MHMS, SINU 

MHMS, 
Nutrition, 
SINU 

MHMS, SINU 

  

10 10 10 10 40 

  

6.1.5 Train & re-assess 
the BFHs status to 
identify gaps in 
breastfeeding practices in 
hospitals 

Achieved status 
Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition 
Division 

MHMS 

50 

100 100 100 100 450 

  

6.1.6 Advocate  on the 
Code  of Marketing of 
Breast Milk Substitute 

Number of 
advocacies 
conducted and 
report available 

Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition 
Division 

MHMS 

  

10 10 10 10 40 

  

6.1.7 Develop the 
National Plan on Code of 
Marketing of Breast Milk 
Substitute 
Implementation 

National plan 
completed and 
available 

Nutrition, 
MHMS, Food 
Safety Unit 

MHMS, Food 
Safety Unit 

MHMS 

  

15 15 15 15 60 

  

6.1.8 Develop dietary 
guidelines for young 
children, adolescents, 
elderly, and their 
communication plans 

Dietary 
guidelines 
developed, along 
with 
communication 
plan 

Nutrition, 
MHMS, Food 
Safety Unit 

MHMS, Food 
Safety Unit 

MHMS 

  

30 30 30 30 120 

  

6.1.9 Promote healthy 
food choices for 
kindergarten, primary & 
secondary school 
children 

Healthy food 
choices available 
in schools 

Nutrition, 
MHMS, 
MEHRD 

MHMS, 
Nutrition 
Unit, MHERD 

MHMS, 
MHERD 

30 30 30 30 30 150 

  

6.1.10 Assess and 
monitor food 
environment in schools in 
a timely manner 

Number of 
schools in 
compliance with 
recommended 
food guidelines 
and standards 

Nutrition, 
MHMS, 
MHERD, Food 
Safety and 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition 
Unit, MHERD 

MHMS, 
MEHRD 

100 100 100 100 100 500 
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6.1.10 Engage mass 
media to promote IYCF 
for children under 5 
years, and healthy diets 
for school children, 
adolescents and adults 

# of health 
promotion 
programme ran 
in a year 

Health 
Promotion, 
Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
MEHRD, 
Nutrition  

MHMS, 
MEHRD 

  

30 30 30 30 120 

6.2 Prevented 
iron deficiency 
anaemia in 
children and 
pregnant 
women 

6.2.1 Encourage 
consumption of food rich 
in iron for children 6 
months and above 

#Nutrition 
education Data 
showing a stable 
or decrease iron 
deficiency 
prevalence in 
2020  

Nutrition 
Unit, Nursing 
Department 
MHMS, HCC 

MHMS, 
Nursing Dept.  

MHMS 

  

20 20 20 20 80 

  

6.2.2 Provide routine 
supplementation of iron 
and nutritional 
counselling on iron rich 
foods and Vitamin C foods 
for pregnant women 

Iron 
supplementation 
coverage, 
counselling 
conducted 

Nutrition, 
Nursing 
Department, 
Nursing 
Division, HCC 

MHMS, 
Nursing Dept.  

MHMS 

  

30 30 30 30 120 

  

6.2.3 Engage mass media 
to promote consumption 
of iron rich foods for iron 
deficiency anaemia 

# of health 
promotion 
programme 
conducted per 
year 

Health 
Promotion, 
Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, Health 
Promoting  

MHMS 

  

30 30 30 30 120 

6.3 Continuous 
assessment and 
dissemination of 
nutrient 
composition of 
local foods 

6.3.1 Continue to assess 
and    disseminate 
information on 
nutritional  composition 
of local crops and 
vegetables to key 
stakeholders 

Availability of 
nutrient 
composition data 
and disseminated 
to stakeholders 

Nutrition, 
MHMS, 
Agriculture, 
MAL 

MHMS, MAL, 
Nutrition 

MHMS, MAL 

  

60 60 60 60 240 
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6.4 Increased 
well-being, 
reduce illness 
and disability 
and premature 
death associated 
with unhealthy 
foods 

6.4.1 Revise and update 
the national food-based 
dietary guidelines 
emphasising local foods 
and use these as basis for 
all healthy eating 
campaigns and resources 

Guidelines 
revised and 
updated 

Nutrition, 
MHMS 

  MHMS 25 50 50 50 50 225 

  6.4.2 Develop and 
implement national 
healthy food campaign to 
promote the revised 
national food based 
dietary guidelines 

National 
campaign 
developed and 
implemented 

Nutrition, 
Health 
promotion , 
MHMS 

MHMS, HCC MHMS 

  

60 60 60 60 240 

  

6.4.3 Develop clinical  
dietary guidelines for 
nutrition-related NCD 

Guidelines 
developed 

Nutrition, 
NCD, NRH 

MHMS, NCD, 
Food Safety, 
Nutrition 
Unit,  

MHMS 

  

30 30 30 30 110 

  

6.4.4 Create work place 
policies that promote 
healthy diets and 
lifestyles 

# of workplaces 
with health 
promoting 
policies in place 

Health 
Promotion, 
Civil Society 
schools, 
communities 

MHMS, 
Nutrition, 
Civil societies 

MHMS 

  

20 20 20 20 110 

  

6.4.5 Support the MEHRD 
to include food & 
nutrition security into the 
primary and secondary 
school curricula 

Food and 
nutrition security 
incorporated into 
school curricula 

MEHRD, 
MHMS, MAL 

MEHRD, 
MHMS, MAL, 
NGOs 

MEHRD,  

50 

50 50 50 50 250 

  

6.4.6 Identify champions 
and role models for 
promoting healthy diets 
and lifestyles 

# of champions 
and role models 
trained and 
engaged in health 
promotion 

Ministry of 
Education 
and MHMS, 
Civil Society 

MEHRD, 
MHMS,  

MEHRD, 
MHMS 

  

30 30 30 30 120 
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6.4.7 Conduct cooking 
demonstration to 
promote the consumption 
of nutritious local foods 

Cooking 
demonstrations 
conducted in 
communities and 
other relevant 
national events  
such as World 
Food Day 

Agriculture 
Extension 
Nutrition 
/Health 
Promotion/ 
Food Safety 
Unit, MHMS 

MHMS, MAL, 
MEHRD,  

MEHRD, 
MAL, MHMS 

50 

50 50 50 50 250 

  

6.4.8 Strengthen ante-
natal care for new 
mothers, emphasizing the 
importance of healthy 
eating 

Nutrition 
information and 
counselling 
incorporated into 
ante-natal care 
package, 
including 
promotion of 
exclusive breast 
feeding 

HCC, MHMS MHMS, HCC MHMS 20 30 30 30 30 140 

  

Subtotal  PA 6         

400 
1050 1050 1050 1050 4620 

Policy Area 7: Strengthen social marketing and consumer awareness on safe and healthy food choices, including the promotion of household health 
and nutrition 

  

7.1 Intensified 
health 
promotion 
activities to raise 
consumer 
awareness on 
safe and healthy 
food choices 

7.1.1 Strengthened social 
marketing effort and 
consumer awareness on 
safe and healthy food 
choices 

# awareness 
programmes 
conducted 

Health 
Promotion, 
Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition 
Division 

MHMS 

  

55 55 55 55 220 

  7.1.2. Promote healthy 
food choices highlighting 
the nutrient value of local 
foods.  

# awareness 
programmes 
conducted 

Health 
Promotion, 
Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition 

MHMS 

  

30 30 30 30 120 

  7.1.3 Increase awareness 
on fortified foods such as 
flour, rice and salt. 

# awareness 
programmes 
conducted 

Health 
Promotion, 
Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition, 
Food Safety 

MHMS 30 30 30 30 30 150 
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7.1.4 Disseminate 
information on NCD risk 
factors through media 
and campaigns 

Assessment 
conducted    

Health 
Promotion, 
Nutrition, 
MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition 

MHMS 

  

30 30 30 30 120 

  

7.1.5 Conduct assessment 
& awareness on food 
labelling and food claims 
to help public make 
healthier food choices. 

# awareness 
programmes 
conducted 

Food Safety 
Unit, Health 
Promotion, 
Nutrition, 
NCD, MHMS 

MHMS, NCD, 
Food Safety 

MHMS 

  

90 90 90 90 360 

  

7.1.6 Strengthen food 
safety education for 
school children, 
producers and handlers 
and general consumers 

# of education 
programmes 

Food Safety, 
Health 
Promotion, 
MHMS 

MHMS, Food 
Safety  

MHMS 100 100 100 100 100 500 

Subtotal PA 7           
130 335 335 335 335 1470 

Policy Area 8: Strengthening emergency preparedness and responsiveness 
   

8.1 
Strengthened 
emergency 
preparedness 
and 
responsiveness, 
with strong 
reliable system 
in place for 
emergency  

8.1.1 Maintain and 
strengthen the current 
security information 
systems  Security system 

improved, 
reliable during 
emergencies 

All 
Government 
Ministries 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

100 100 100 150 150 600 

  

8.1.2 Assess the 
established integrated 
food security information 
unit to identify gaps and 
strengthen 

# Assessment 
done, report 
available 

All 
Government 
Ministries 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

20 20 20 20 20 100 

  

8.1.4 Continue to conduct 
timely food security 
assessment to identify 
contributors to food 
insecurity 

# of assessment 
conducted, 
assessment 
conducted 
available to 
improve food 
security 

All 
Government 
Ministries 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

50 50 60 60 80 300 
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8.1.5 Continue to collect, 
update and disseminate 
information on supply 
and demand on food 
commodities 

Information 
disseminated to 
all stakeholders 
in a timely 
manner 

All 
Government 
Ministries 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

20 20 20 20 20 100 

  

8.1.6 Assess the early 
warning, monitoring and 
surveillance information 
system to identify gaps 
and strengthen. Continue 
to use the system for 
decision making 
purposes particularly 
those involving hike in 
food prices and disasters.  

Utilization of 
surveillance 
system in 
decision making 

All 
Government 
Ministries 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

50 50 50 50 50 250 

  

8.1.7 Improve 
procedures, including 
tracing and recall systems 
to identify, investigate, 
and control food safety 
incidents. 

Procedures, 
tracing and recall 
systems in place 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS,  100 150 100 100 100 550 

  

8.1.8 Continue to be part 
of the national INFOSAN 
network 

Registered as a 
member 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS,  10 10 10 10 10 50 

  

8.1.9 Proper notification 
on all food safety 
incidents to WHO in line 
with the International 
Health Regulations. 

Incidents 
notification sent 
timely and 
accurately to 
appropriate 
institution 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD, 
MF&ET 

MHMS,  10 10 10 10 10 50 

Subtotal PA   8           
360 410 370 420 440 2000 

Policy Area 9: Strengthen food security information system for learning and 
development 
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9.1 Improved 
food security 
information 
system for 
learning and 
development 

9.1.1 Establish database 
and statistical systems 
and dissemination 
mechanisms to support 
national, regional and 
international 
commitments relating to 
food production, food 
safety and nutrition. 

A reliable system 
in place 

MAL, MHMS, 
MFMR, MOFT 

MAL, MHMS, 
MFMR, MOFT 

MHMS, MAL, 
MFMR, 
MEHRD 

20 20 20 20 20 100 

9.2 
Strengthened 
food security 
information 
system 

9.2.1 Integrate key 
nutrition and food safety 
indicators in the current 
health information 
system 

Key indicators 
integrated. 

Nutrition and 
Food Safety 
Unit, MHMS 

MHMS, 
Nutrition, 
Food Safety 

MHMS 20 20 20 20 20 100 

  Subtotal PA 9     
    40 40 40 40 40 200 

Policy Area 10: Effective monitoring and evaluation         
          

10.1 Effective 
monitoring and 
evaluation of the 
FSFSN Policy 
Implementation 
plan conducted. 

10.1.1 Timely monitoring 
of the policy and its 
implementation plan  

Implementation 
plan monitored 
quarterly and 
evaluated in a 
timely manner 

NSNSP Multi-
sectoral 
Committee, 
Secretariat 
(TWG)  

NSNSP Multi-
sectorial 
committee 

NSNSP Multi-
sectorial 
Committee 

50 50 50 60 60 270 

  10.1.2 Prepare and 
disseminate quarterly 
reports to members or 
stakeholders 

Quarterly reports 
available on a 
timely basis 

NSNSP Multi-
sectoral 
Committee, 
Secretariat 
(TWG)  

NSNSP Multi-
sectorial 
committee 

NSNSP Multi-
sectorial 
Committee 

50 60 60 60 70 300 

Subtotal PA 10           100 110 110 120 130 570 

TOTAL (Annual Total) 6242 8355 9401 9732 9809 
   
44,114,000  
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Annex C: Definitions related to food security 
 

Food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to 

sufficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an 

active and healthy life (World Food Summit, 1996). This definition points to the six dimensions 

of food security: 

 

Emergency: An emergency means the state or condition having suffered extreme and 

unexpected natural or man-induced calamity, which is unable to cope with such state or 

condition through its national reserve and is unable to procure the needed supply through 

normal trade. 

 

Food accessibility: Access by individuals to adequate resources (entitlements) for acquiring 

appropriate foods for a nutritious diet. Entitlements are defined as the set of all commodity 

bundles over which a person can establish command given the legal, political, economic and 

social arrangements of the community in which they live (including traditional rights such as 

access to common resources). 

 

Food availability: The availability of sufficient quantities of food (at affordable prices) of 

appropriate quality and safety, supplied through domestic production and/ or imports 

(including food aid). 

 

Food safety: The assurance that food is free from hazards that could cause harm at all 

stages of the food chain. 

 

Stability: To be food secure, a population, household or individual must have access to 

adequate food at all times. They should not risk losing access to food as a consequence of 

sudden shocks (e.g. an economic or climatic crisis) or cyclical events (e.g. seasonal food 

insecurity). The concept of stability can therefore refer to both the availability and access 

dimensions of food security. 

 

Utilization: Utilization of food through adequate diet, clean water, sanitation and health 

care to reach a state of nutritional wellbeing where all physiological needs are met. This 

brings out the importance of non-food inputs in food security. 



 
54 

 

Annex D: References 
 

1. Solomon Islands National Statistics Office, Secretariat of the Pacific Community, and 

Macro International Inc., Solomon Islands Demographic and Health Survey 2006-2007. 2007, 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community: Noumea. 

2. IGME, U., Levels and Trends in Child Mortality: Report 2013. 2013, SAVE THE 

CHILDREN. 

3. United Nations. Sustainable Development Goals: 17 Goals to transform our world-Goal 3: Ensure 

healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. 2017  [cited 2017 09 July]; Available from: 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/health/. 

4. Black, R.E., et al., Maternal and child nutrition: building momentum for impact. The Lancet, 

2013. 382(9890): p. 372-375. 

5. Solomon Islands National Statistics Office, Secretariat of the Pacific Community, and 

Macro International Inc., Solomon Islands Demographic Health Survey 2015, Secretariat of the 

Pacific Community: Noumea. 

6. Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). GBD Profile: Solomon Islands. 2010  

[cited 2016 20 October]; Available from: 

http://www.healthdata.org/sites/default/files/files/country_profiles/GBD/ihme_gbd_

country_report_solomon_islands.pdf. 

7. Miinistry of Health and Medical Services (MHMS) and World Health Organization 

(WHO). Solomon Islands NCD Risk Factors Survey- STEPS Report. 2006  [cited 2016 20 

October 2016]; Available from: 

http://www.who.int/chp/steps/2006_Solomon_Islands_STEPS_Report.pdf. 

8. Kessaram, T., et al., Overweight, obesity, physical activity and sugar-sweetened beverage consumption 

in adolescents of Pacific islands: results from the Global School-Based Student Health Survey and the 

Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System. . BMC Obesity, 2015. 2(34). 

9. World Health Organization (WHO). NCD Country Profile. 2014; Available from: 

http://www.who.int/nmh/publications/ncd-profiles-2014/en/. 

10. Government of Solomon Islands. Household Income and Expenditure Survey, Solomon Islands 

2013  [cited 2017 10 May]; Available from: 

http://www.statistics.gov.sb/statistics/demographic-statistics/household-income-and-

expenditure-surveys. 

11. Government of Solomon Islands, National Development Strategy 2016-2035. 2015. 

12. Gillett R. Fisheries in the Economies of the Pacific Island Countries and Territories. 2009  [cited 

2017 5 June ]; Available from: 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/health/
http://www.healthdata.org/sites/default/files/files/country_profiles/GBD/ihme_gbd_country_report_solomon_islands.pdf
http://www.healthdata.org/sites/default/files/files/country_profiles/GBD/ihme_gbd_country_report_solomon_islands.pdf
http://www.who.int/chp/steps/2006_Solomon_Islands_STEPS_Report.pdf
http://www.who.int/nmh/publications/ncd-profiles-2014/en/
http://www.statistics.gov.sb/statistics/demographic-statistics/household-income-and-expenditure-surveys
http://www.statistics.gov.sb/statistics/demographic-statistics/household-income-and-expenditure-surveys


 
55 

 

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/27511/pacific-fisheries.pdf. 

13. Charlton, K.E., et al., Fish, food security and health in Pacific Island countries and territories: a 

systematic literature review. BMC public health, 2016. 16(1): p. 285. 

 

 

http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/27511/pacific-fisheries.pdf

	Acronyms
	Foreword from Minister for Health and Medical Services
	Hon. Dr. Tautai Agikimua Kaitu’u
	Minister
	Ministry of Health and Medical Services
	This policy reaffirms the significance of inter-sectoral coordination and collaboration and the importance all stakeholders’ involvement in the fight against malnutrition. Education plays a significant role in ensuring that people acquire sound knowle...
	Hon. John Dean Kuku
	Minister
	Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development
	1 Introduction
	1.1 Country Profile
	1.2 Politics and Economic Status

	2  Situational Analysis
	2.1 Food and Nutritional Health Status
	2.2 Food Availability and Accessibility
	2.2.1 Domestic production and imports
	2.2.2 Trade and food imports
	2.2.3 Agro-processing and preservation
	2.2.4 Climate change

	2.3 Food Safety, Standards and Quality Control
	2.4 Food Utilization
	2.5 Research, Education and Training

	3 Previous policy and efforts to address food security, food safety and nutrition issues in Solomon Islands
	4 Guiding Principles
	5 Existing Policies, Plans and Regulatory Frameworks
	6 Policy Vision Statement, Goals and Actions
	6.1 Vision statement
	6.2 Goal
	6.3 Objectives

	7       Key Policy Areas for Action
	7.1 Policy Area 1: Leadership, Governance and Co-ordination
	7.2  Policy Area 2: Increasing the sustainable production and productivity of agricultural and fisheries, including climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction
	7.3 Policy Area 3: Conservation of biodiversity and traditional food production practices
	7.4  Policy Area 4: Adopting, enforcing and monitoring food standards that are in line with regional and CODEX Alimentarius

	7.4.1 The Food Safety Unit of the MHMS (and its stakeholders) through its regulatory responsibilities will:
	7.4.1.1 Progress the development and endorsement of food control regulations and standards in line with the CODEX Alimentarius and other Pacific Island countries.
	7.4.1.2 Process the development and application of the food standards for high, medium, and low fat, sugar and salt.
	7.4.1.3 Review and implement the risk-based food control inspection guidelines for imported and domestic foods.
	7.4.1.4 Identify, assess and introduce appropriate actions for streamlining import and export procedures.
	7.4.1.5 Enforce and monitor flour fortification and salt iodization initiatives.
	7.4.1.6 Introduce Pure Food Regulation amendments to implement, enforce and monitor rice fortification and other nutrition requirements.
	7.4.1.7 Assess and monitor nutrient composition, including food standards and claims.
	7.4.1.8 Enhance the collection and sharing of information relating to food and water contamination and foodborne illnesses to better inform risk management practices.
	7.5  Policy Area 5: Reduce the incentives for the production, marketing and trade of food and beverages identified as contributors to poor health and nutrition outcomes
	7.6 Policy Area 6: Scaling up of evidence- based high impact interventions and approaches for better nutrition, particularly for the most vulnerable groups including women and infants and children and the promotion of household health and nutrition
	7.7 Policy Area 7: Strengthening social marketing and consumer awareness on safe and healthy food choices, including the promotion of household health and nutrition
	7.8 Policy Area 8: Strengthening emergency preparedness and responsiveness
	7.9 Policy Area 9: Strengthening food security information system for learning and development
	7.10 Policy Area 10: Effective monitoring and evaluation

	8   Policy Implementation, Monitoring and Evaluation
	8.1 Policy implementation
	8.2 Monitoring and Evaluation

	Annexes
	Annex A: Outcome indicators
	Annex B: NFSFSNP Implementation Work Plan 2019-2023
	Annex C: Definitions related to food security
	Annex D: References


