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Kingdom of Cambodia 
Nation Religion King 

 
 
 
 

Sub-Decree on 
Management of Iodized Salt Exploitation 

 

The Royal Government of Cambodia, 
- having seen the Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia; 
- having seen the Royal Decree No. 1198/72 dated 30 November 1998 on the 

appointment of Royal Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia; 
- having seen the Royal Proclamation No. 02/94 dated 20 July 1994, promulgated 

the law on preparation and functioning of the Council of Ministers. 
- having seen the Royal Proclamation No. 0196/11 dated 24 January 1996, 

promulgated the law on creation of Ministry of Planning; 
- having seen the Royal Proclamation No. 0600/001 dated 21 June 2000, 

promulgated the law on quality and safety of goods and services; 
- having seen Sub-decree No. 55 dated 23 September 1997 on preparation and 

functioning of Ministry of Planning; 
- having seen Sub-decree No. 07 dated 03 February 1998 on the creation of National 

Council for Nutrition; 
- having seen Sub-decree No. 42 dated 15 May 2001 on Cambodian Industrial 

Standards; 
- having seen Sub-decree No. 47 dated 12 June 2003 on Food Hygiene for Humans; 
- based on the agreement of the Council of Ministers in a meeting on 12 September 

2003; 
decided: 

 
Chapter I 

General Provision 
 

Article 1-  
This Sub-decree determines the management of iodized salt exploitation in the Kingdom 
of Cambodia.  
The purpose of this sub-decree is to eradicate Iodine Deficiency Disorder; which is harmful 
for mankind, animals, of all races and ages; by supplying proper iodized salt. 
 

Article 2- 
Individuals, restaurants, factories, enterprises, cottage industries, hospitals and all places 
that produce and prepare food in the Kingdom of Cambodia must use iodized salt as an 
ingredient. 
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The Ministry of Planning, Ministry of Commerce (CAMCONTROL) and relevant institutions 
must promote the dissemination of information and education for a good understanding of 
the importance of iodized salt utilization. 
 
Article 3- 
In this sub-decree: 

- Salt is a mineral substance, a white crystal and has the chemical formula "Sodium 
Chloride" (NaCl), produced by seawater evaporation, salt mines or other production 
measures. 

- Common salt is safe for use but is not qualified for human or animal consumption. 
- Iodine (I2) is a substance important for the physical and mental development of 

humans and animals and for a healthy life. 
- Iodized salt is common salt mixed with iodine, which is necessary for food. Salt is 

iodized when sodium iodate, potassium iodate or iodate (NaI or KI or NaIO2 or 
KIO3) are added to common salt. 

- Salt producers are individuals who produce salt with any of the above methods. 
- Salt dealers are individual who directly or indirectly sell, buy, supply or export-import 

salt. 
- Salt packaging materials means any sack, bag, bottle, packet, basket etc. that has 

an inner polyethylene plastic layer. 
- The label to identify iodized salt refers to the national logo identifying iodine-

containing salt. 
- Salt laboratories are all types of recognized chemical laboratories in the Kingdom of 

Cambodia that are competent and able to analyze and test iodized salt. 
 

Chapter II 
Management of iodized salt exploitation 

 
 
Article 4- 
Any individual, who wants to produce salt, must submit an application to the responsible 
agency in the Ministry of Industry, Mines and Energy in order to receive a production 
license. 
Any individual, who wants to be a wholesale dealer of salt, must submit an application to 
the responsible agency in the Ministry of Commerce in order to receive a distribution 
license. 
 
Article 5- 
Salt produced in the Kingdom of Cambodia and salt imported for mankind and animal 
consumption must be iodized. 
Iodized salt must be ensured in quality and safety according to the following standards: 

- Humidity below 5% 
- Sodium Chloride (NaCl) more than 97% (dry weight). 
- Magnesium Chloride (MgCl2) below 0.5%. 
- Water insoluble substance below 0.2%. 
- No harmful substance in excess of national standards. 
- Iodine mix: 

 50-60 milligrams in one-kilogram salt (check during production). 

 30-60 milligrams in one-kilogram salt (check at the market). 
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Article 6- 
Salt producers and dealers must follow the quality and safety standards stated in article 5. 
 
Article 7- 
Iodized salt must be kept or sold in enclosed packaging materials at all times to protect the 
iodine content.  
 
Article 8- 
Packaging material must be clean regardless of weight and shape.  Plastic bags must 
have an inner polyethylene layer (HDPE or LDPE) and be closed. The contents of one bag 
cannot exceed 50 Kg of salt. 
 
Article 9- 
Labeling on salt product must be according to the following conditions: 

1. Iodized salt: The national logo must be printed or glued onto the packaging material 
and include: 

- The name of the product: Iodized salt. 
- The name and address of the manufacturers. Imported salt packets must have the 

name of the importer or company when it is on the market. 
- The iodine content: 50 mg/kg. 
- The manufacturing date. 
- The expiration date (best use before 9 months). 
- Lot No. 
- Weight:...............kg. 
- A sign or instruction to carry or store safely. 
2. Common salt: The packet or bag must indicate that this salt is not qualified for 

human and animal consumption. 
 

Article 10- 
In order to eradicate IDD to a minimum rate, the salt producers, wholesalers or retailers; 
whether during storage, transport or market/shop display, must adhere to the following 
conditions: 

- Not expose the salt directly to sunlight. 
- Keep salt away from humidity, especially rain. 
- Keep salt away from dirt or chemical substances. 
- Run out of current stock before bringing in new stock. 
- Any iodized salt circulated in the market in a broken package/bag is considered 

common salt and will require re-iodization unless the laboratory test shows that the 
iodine mix is still according to the standard. The cost of the laboratory test is the 
dealer/retailer's responsibility. 

 
Chapter 3 

Supervision 
Article 11- 
Salt producers and salt dealers must coordinate with the responsible agency for quality 
and safety control at all times. 
 
Article 12- 
The responsible agency in charge of quality and safety control is the quality control agent 
of the Ministry of Commerce in cooperation with relevant ministries. 
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Article 13- 
Locations to be supervised: 

- Farms, factories, enterprises of salt production. 
- Salt storage areas. 
- Retailers and wholesalers. 
- Where ever the salt is used as stated in article 2 except at household level. 

 
Article 14- 
Iodized salt quality control agencies must obtain materials for checking or testing and must 
be trained by the National Sub-Committee for Iodine Deficiency Disorder.  
 
Article 15- 
If necessary, the quality control agencies must bring a sample packed in an enclosed 
container to the quality control laboratory. The cost of quality control is the responsibility of 
the salt dealers. 

Chapter 4 
Penalty Provision 

Article 16- 
The punishment for any one found to be in violation of this sub-decree is as follows: 

1. Common salt will be confiscated from those found to be in violation of article 2 
except households. 

2. A first penalty of 400,000 riels for any individual in violation of article 4. The penalty 
is doubled when there is a second violation.  After a third violation, their licenses will 
be suspended. 

3. A first penalty of 1,000,000 riels for any individual in violation of articles 5 and 6. 
The penalty is doubled for a second violation.  After a third violation, their licenses 
are suspended. 

4. A first penalty of 600,000 riels for any individual in violation of articles 7, 8 and 9. 
The penalty is doubled for a second violation, and their licenses are suspended 
after a third violation. 

5. A penalty of 100,000 riels for any individual in violation of article 11.  
6. A penalty equal to the cost of goods and other legal punishment will be charged to 

any government official who willingly harms the property of salt producers or salt 
wholesalers while supervising. 

7. Legal punishment for any individual or government official who is found to be in 
violation of point 6 in article 16. 

 
Chapter 5 

Interval Provision 
Article 17- 
The penalty provision is in effect 12 months after promulgation of this Sub-decree. 
 

 
Chapter 5 

Final Provision 
Article 18- 
Any provision in contradiction with this Sub-decree is considered null and void. 
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Article 19- 
The Minister of the Council of Ministers; the Minister of Planning; the Minister of Industry, 
Mines and Energy; the Minister of Commerce; the Minister of Health; the Minister of 
Economics and Finance; the National Council for Nutrition; and relevant institutions must 
enforce this sub-decree to the highest standard. 
 
Article 20- 
This sub-decree is in effect as of the date of signature. 
 
 

Phnom Penh, 20 October 2003 
Prime Minister 

 
 

Hun Sen 
CC: 

- Ministry of Royal Palace 
- General Secretariat of National Assembly 
- Cabinet of Prime Minister 
- Cabinet of Deputy Prime Minister. 
- All ministries-institutions. 
- Archive-documentation. 

 
 
 
 
 


