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WHO Kobe Centre  

 

Advocate of Urban Health 

Metrics Development 
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WHO Centre for Health Development 
(WHO Kobe Centre) 

Vision 

Health for all in urban environments 

 

Mission 

Promoting and leading urban health 

research to assess trends and build 

evidence for policy makers to achieve 

urban health equity 

 

Webpage 

www.who.int/kobe_centre 

 

E-mail 

wkc@who.int 
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Commission on Social 

Determinants of Health 

Knowledge Network 

on Urban Settings 

WHO Kobe Centre and Urban Health 
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Commission’s Recommendations 

 Improve daily living conditions 

 Tackle the inequitable distribution of power, money 

and resources 

Measure and understand the problem, and assess 

the impact of action 
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Guiding Questions 

 How can we better capture the health situation of cities 

with metrics? 

 How can we improve the link between metrics and 

appropriate action? 
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What We Need 

 Statistically robust, valid, and relevant metrics that 

capture health outcomes and determinants as well as the 

equity dimension of each 

 Metrics that are feasible, readily understandable and 

appeal to policy makers, locally and globally 



Global Health 

Observatory: 

Urban Health  

Theme Page 
 

• Global, regional and 

national statistics on key 

urban health indicators 

• Disaggregation by urban 

wealth quintile 

• Trend analysis showing 

progress on MDGs 

• Country urban health 

profiles 

www.who.int/gho/urban_health 
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Hidden Cities Report, 2010 
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Urban Health Equity Assessment & Response Tool 

(Urban HEART) 

Urban HEART 
 

Outlines the concepts and 

principles of Urban HEART 

 

Urban HEART: 

User Manual 
 

Leads users through a 6 step 

implementation process 
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Urban HEART Core Indicators 

Health 
outcomes 

Infant 
mortality 

Diabetes 

Tuberculosis 

Road traffic 
injuries 

Physical 
environment & 
infrastructure 

Access to 
safe water 

Access to 
improved 
sanitation 

Social and 
human 

development 

Completion 
of primary 
education 

Skilled birth 
attendance 

Fully 
immunized 

children 

Prevalence of 
tobacco 
smoking 

Economics 

Unemployment 

Governance 

Government 
spending on 

health 
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Urban HEART Assessment Tool 
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Geospatial analysis using Urban HEART 
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Developing an Urban Health Index 

 To create an urban health index which could capture the… 

– LEVEL of health 

– DETERMINANTS of health 

– HEALTH DISPARITIES 

– GEOSPATIAL distribution  

    of these characteristics 
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GHIFT 

A product and producer of synergy 

GHIFT 

Urban 
Health 
Index 

Global 
Health 
Observ. 

Urban 
HEART 

EURO-
URHIS2 

Hidden 
Cities II 

WKC 

Georgia 
State 
Univ. 

Univ. of 
Manches

ter Fudan 
Univ. 

Univ. 
Federal 
da Bahia  

NIH 


