TRAINER GUIDE 

Activity 8-3: Quality Control of Microbiology Media 

	Purpose
	The purpose of this activity is to develop a method to ensure the quality of a selective media used in the microbiology laboratory.

	Suggested
Time
	20 minutes

	Instructional Method
	Group assignment

	Instructions
	Introduce prior to discussing content sheet on QC of media.
Provide instructions to the participants :

You made a batch of MacConkey agar and poured it into individual plates.  

List the steps to take before using this medium for testing patient samples.

Each group lists the steps on a piece of paper, explaining the rationale for each step. One group presents its findings and the other groups provide feedback as to any missing steps or inaccuracies.

Or, if time permits, the groups could put each step on a yellow sticky and paste them on the wall in order.  Then compare results from each group.


	Expected Results
	Refer to content sheet 8-5. 
The correct responses should include:

1.  Incubate one uninoculated plate overnight in a 35oC to check for purity.

2.  Inoculate one plate (can use ½ plate) with the following control organisms:  E. coli and Pseudomonas. Incubate overnight at 35oC.

E. coli is a lactose fermenter and the colonies should turn purple; Pseudomonas does not ferment lactose and the colonies should be clear.
3.  Inoculate another plate with Staphylococcus epidermidis and incubate.

No growth should occur on this plate.

Steps 1-3 can be done simultaneously but all must be completed and recorded before using the media.

Write results down in a media QC log book.
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