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Background of Resource Database 

▪ At its Eighth Session in 2018, the Conference of the Parties (COP8) to the WHO FCTC 

urged Parties adopted a decision requesting the Convention Secretariat to establish a 

resource database—through or with support from the Knowledge Hub for Article 5.3—

containing evidence-based information such as industry policy submissions, funded 

groups, and data from Parties, observatories, WHO, and COP observers.

▪ The Convention Secretariat, in collaboration with the WHO FCTC Knowledge Hub for 

Article 5.3 (formerly the Global Center for Good Governance in Tobacco Control), 

developed this Resource Database.

▪ Objective: The Resource Database aims to be the one-stop platform for Parties to submit 

documents relating tobacco industry entities includes the large transnationals and the 

entities funded by the tobacco industry or furthering its interests. 

▪ Target users: WHO FCTC Focal Points who will facilitate the exchange of information from 

and to their own jurisdictions. Other users include government officials involved in WHO 

FCTC implementation, tobacco control advocates, policymakers, etc.



Key Components of Resource Database 



Data Collection Methodology

Sources of Data:

Government websites/ SECTORS: health 

agency reports, labor, finance, 

parliamentary records, trade records, 

Freedom of Information requests, finance 

and customs websites

Source: adapted from Sy, D. 
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Type of Documents

Resource Database has several 

types of documents including…

Reports, letters, meetings and notes, 

email, submissions/position papers 

and others. 

Total documents: 784



Type of Documents

Tobacco industry submission 

total: 

635

Submissions by tobacco-related 

entities total : 

149

GRAND TOTAL: 

784

Type of Documents Amount

Reports 212

Letters 124

Meetings and notes 79

Email 62

Submissions/position papers 34

Ingredients list 29

Other 29

Application and forms 19

Presentations 16

Statements 16

Personal information 9

News and newsletters 3

Speeches 3



Type of Documents

Geographic Distribution 

Major Contributors Australia, UK, Singapore, 

Poland, Portugal. 

Low and Middle-Income Countries 

Limited data availability; rudimentary website 

information.

Data Gaps

Many countries lack comprehensive data, 

particularly in low-income regions. 

Source: Sy, D, Lack of Transparency: The Case of 

Tobacco, forthcoming publication



How does it work?

Step 1:  Registration

o Go to: https://extranet.who.int/fctcapps/fctcapps/fctc/who-fctc-databases/resourcedb

User type 1

WHO FCTC Focal Point: 

Full unrestricted access to the whole 

Resource Database, upon 

registration

User type 2

General Public: 

limited access only to the publicly 

available documents

https://extranet.who.int/fctcapps/fctcapps/fctc/who-fctc-databases/resourcedb


How does it work?

Step 2:  Contribute to Resource Database

Go to:



How does it work?

Step 3:  Data Search 

Go to:

Or

Source: adapted from Le Thu, 

H. Presentation. 2024.



Data search

Search by country

Source: Le Thu, H. 
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Data search

Search by topic

Source: Le Thu, H. 
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Data search

Search by tobacco-related entities

Source:  Le Thu, H. 
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Data search

Accessing the data

The documents, with the lock icon against their 

titles, are the ones that are tagged by the 

contributor as “restricted access” and can only be 

downloaded and shared by focal points and 

government officials. All other documents can be 

downloaded and shared by the general public. 

Focal points will be able to register themselves to

this database using the “log in” button situated on

the top of the global resource database platform.

Note: All registrations are subject to verification.

Source: Le Thu, H. 
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Data search

Source: Le Thu, H. 
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How can it help monitor tobacco industry?

Regulatory requirement 

Such as registration detail of tobacco entities, 
supply chain activity, product practices, product 
regulations, packaging & labeling, market data 

including novel & emerging products. 

TI marketing tactic

Such as marketing expenditures & strategies, 
CSR activities and lobbying contributions

Tobacco industry front groups and allies 

Group supporting the tobacco industry or funded 
by it.

Others

Data to support litigation or legal claim made by 
the TI including liability evidence

Resource Database

Source: adapted from Sy, D. 
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Summary

Resource Database is a tool designed to collect and 

share information and documents related to the 

tobacco industry, supporting Parties, civil society, and 

public health efforts.

It helps monitor tobacco industry tactics and 

interference efforts at the policy level, directly 

contributing to the implementation of WHO FCTC 

Article 5.3. 

Additionally, it supports the implementation of Article 

19 (Liability), which addresses the tobacco industry's 

responsibility, including compensation, and Article 20 

(Exchange of Information), which focuses on 

establishing and strengthening surveillance for tobacco 

control and promoting information exchange in relevant 

fields.

Challenges remain in promoting and raising 

awareness among Parties to submit tobacco industry-

related documents, as well as in overcoming 

translation limitations.



Be Part of Strengthening the Resource Database

“Contact us” webpage or Email: info@kh.tu.ac.th

"Each document shared 

brings us closer to exposing 

the truth and holding the 

tobacco industry accountable. 

Join us in strengthening the 

Resource Database for a 

healthier, tobacco-free world."

https://portal-uat.who.int/fctcapps/fctcapps/fctc/expertdbnineteen/resourcedb/contact-us


Thank you!

Dr. Ye Htut Oo, DrPH

BDS, MPH-GH, MRDM

Researcher, WHO FCTC Knowledge Hub for Article 5.3

Email: yehtut.oo@kh.tu.ac.th

mailto:yehtut.oo@kh.tu.ac.th
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