FEBAY, Y =N
s[MIEN|
oScIN
HWASEONG SPECIAL CITY

HWASEONG SPECIAL CITY

159, Sicheong—ro Namyang—eup TEL : +82—31—-5189—7426
Hwaseong Special City, Gyeonggi—do FAX : +82—31-5189—-1570
Republic of Korea https://www.hscity.go.kr

October 13, 2025
Department of Ageing and Life—Course (ALC)
World Health Organization
Geneva,Switzerland

Dear Director of the WHO GNAFCC,

I sincerely appreciate your hard work and efforts in creating
age—friendly cities through the WHO Global Network for Age—friendly
Cities and Communities (GNAFCC).

As of the end of December 2024, Hwaseong Special City i1s home to
1,034,173 residents. Located in the southwestern part of Gyeonggi—do,
Republic of Korea, Hwaseong is a well—connected, environmentally
friendly global city with diverse functions. The city consists of two main
areas: a northeastern industrial hub specializing in advanced
technology—based manufacturing and emerging future industries, and a
western coastal region known for agriculture, fisheries, and cultural
tourism.

Hwaseong Special City pursues five major visions: balanced development
special city, smart future city, Inclusive Welfare City, Eco—friendly
Ecocultural City, and Regional Win—win Enterprise City. With core values
of "balance, innovation, add opportunity," the city is committed to
respecting the quality of Ilife its citizens desire and working
collaboratively to offer better lives as it advances as an innovative city.

By the end of December 2024, 10.6% of Hwaseong’s population is aged




65 or above, classifying it as an aging society. The senior population
rose from 76,180 in 2020 to 101,282 in 2024. If this trend continues,
the city will become a super—aged society by 2030, with seniors
accounting for 20% of the population.

Hwaseong Special City has implemented a wide range of welfare policies
to meet the needs and preferences of its senior citizens. We are striving
to further meet the needs of our senior citizens, working hard to ensure
healthy, active aging as well as enhancing their quality of life.
Furthermore, the city is committed to fostering an ‘urban environment
where all generations can coexist happily.

As part of these efforts, Hwaseong Special City referred to the WHO
Global Age—friendly Cities Guide to assess age—friendliness, gathering
opinions from citizens and experts to establish strategic tasks for
becoming age—friendly by 2025. Collaborating with 20 city departments,
we developed four main age—friendly strategies, comprising eight
guideline areas, nine strategic tasks, and sixty—four detailed projects.
This plan aims to guide Hwaseong's transformation into an age—friendly
city within the next three years.

We will establish a policy monitoring team composed of experts and
citizens to regularly monitor the implementation progress and make
efforts to reflect diverse citizen opinions.

Hwaseong Special City seeks to join the WHO Global Network of
Age—friendly Cities and Communities(GNAFCC) to cooperate with the
international community.

Through collaboration with the WHO GNAFCC, we find and implement
solutions to social issues arising from aging. Hwaseong Special City
pledges to make every effort to become a city where senior citizens can
live comfortably.

We wish continued success, well—being, and prosperity for the WHO
GNAFCC.

We respectfully submit this pledge in accordance with the above.

Jeong Myeong—geun \4 \’l”d %/
Mayor of Hwaseong Spécial City, Republic of Korea
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