March 2024

Dear honorable members of the WHO Global Network of
Age-Friendly Cities & Communities (GNAFCC),

Let me start by extending my greetings to you. I am Mayor Jang
Woo Lee of Daejeon Metropolitan City in the Republic of Korea.

Daejeon is the largest among the cities located in the central region
of Korea with the dense population of 1,441,562 as of December
2023. The population aged 65 or older of the city is numbered at
around 245,000, which is equivalent to 17.06% of the total population
of Daejeon. This means that Daejeon has already entered an aged
society. And the city is expected to enter a super-aged society in
2027.

For the last half century, Daejeon has continued to grow as a
central city of advanced science and technology as well as logistics
and transportation in Korea. Due to recent sharp increase in the
elderly population, the city has been facing with challenges to
significantly change its current paradigm in various fields, such as
economy, society, education, and culture.

By joining the WHO GNAFCC, Daejeon hopes to gain a new
momentum for establishing a city where all citizens, including elderly
people, can live a healthy and happy life. Moreover, by joining the
network, it hopes to make a contribution to the international
community.



To this end, Daejeon commissioned research to draw up an action
plan based on the WHO criteria for age friendliness (8 guidelines). In
February this year, it established its ordinance to realize an
age-friendly city.

As a way to realize its vision: Daejeon, a world-class age-friendly
city with all being together, Daejeon will establish and implement a
detailed plan, which consists of 59 items in 8 categories, and do its
best to lay foundation for an age-friendly city.

In the process of its efforts, Daejeon will listen to and take into
consideration the various opinions of citizens. The city will also
strengthen cooperation and harmony with the international
community. Hopefully, these efforts will set a good example to the
members and cities of the international network.

Once again, it is my hope that Daejeon will be one of the members
of the WHO GNAFCC, which is a worldwide project to cope with the
aging population. I wish all of you happiness and success.

Sincerely,
Dr. Jang Woo LEE ).u/ J;M,é, (, Joo

Mayor of Daejeon Metropolitan City
Republic of Korea
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