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APPLICATION TO WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION, TO JOIN THE AGE FRIENDLY CITIES AND COMMUNITIES GLOBAL NETWORK
As Leader of Sefton Council, I am pleased to submit this letter of commitment to the World Health Organisation in support of Sefton’s application to become a member of the Age Friendly Cities and Communities Global Network.

Sefton has a much higher than average number of older citizens.  We know that the number of our residents aged over 60 is set to increase significantly. We want to take up the challenge to ensure that our Borough is a great place to grow older.  We are proud of the work we have begun towards making Sefton an Age Friendly Community through Council programmes such as Sefton Active Ageing, Living Well Sefton and through the work we carried out to develop Sefton 2030 Vison.  

We have a well -supported Strategic Engagement group for older people in Sefton: The Sefton Partnership for Older Citizens. This group is made up of older citizens, Sefton Council Representatives, Health Service Colleagues, Mersey Fire and Rescue, Mersey Travel and other partners. This feeds into our very active network of Older Persons’ Forums.  We are keen to develop Age Friendly initiatives that have a positive impact on our physical and social environment so that we can promote health and independence for our older citizens for as long as possible. We have plans in place to launch an Age Friendly Retail Project as one of our first initiatives as members of The Global Network.

We are currently members of the UK Age Friendly Network, Membership of the World Health Organisation Global Network will enable us to build on this work and achieve our aim of making Sefton a positive place for Ageing Well.  We have a great track record in engagement with older people and we will be putting older people in the lead in ensuring that our vision for Age Friendly Sefton becomes a reality.

We look forward to becoming part of the WHO Global Network for Age Friendly Communities, sharing good practice with communities around the world and working together to achieve our Age Friendly Vision.

Yours sincerely,
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Councillor Ian Maher
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