CITY OF COLUMBIA
SOUTH CAROLINA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

April 17, 2017

Ms. Teresa Arnold

AARP South Carolina State Director
1201 Main Streef Suite 1720
Colambia, SC 29201

Dear Ms. Amold,

On behalf of the City of Columbia, we are excited for the opportunity to join AARP South
Carolina and the World Health Organization to become an Age-Friendly Community. Along
with other selected communities in the nation, Columbia is committed to promoting policies to
make American cities friendly to aging populations.

With one out of every ten residents over the age of 65, it is the City of Columbia’s goal to
promote affordable housing, pedestrian friendly complete streets and a city center where you can
live, work and play within a multi-generational community. As a participant in the national
network of communities, it is the intent of the City of Columbia to:

e Secure a City Council proclamation to work toward becoming age-friendly

s ldentify stakeholders among City staff and educate them on the areas where Columbia
can improve our essential features of an age-friendly city

o Commit to publicly reporting our target areas and progress towards age-friendly goals

We look forward to working with AARP South Carolina staff and volunteers to ensure our
community has the appropriate infrastructure in place so we can all age with dignity.

Stephen K. Benjamin
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