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August 1, 2016

World Health Organization
Network of Age-friendly Cities and Communities

The borough of Swarthmore is an inner-ring suburban, transit oriented community located in Delaware County Pennsylvania. In my 20 years here, I had noticed a pattern where older people left our community for many reasons. I felt that the result was a weaker community and when I was elected mayor, I took steps to address this. We established an Aging in Place task force drawing volunteers from our community, diverse in age, experience and expertise, who spent a year researching, meeting with a wide variety of people and organizations, discussing and ultimately producing a thorough report with recommendations. Some of those steps have already been implemented and others are being discussed in borough council committees. We realize that is but the first steps toward making our community stronger when people feel like they can stay and continue to contribute to the collective good.
The Borough of Swarthmore and its elected officials understand the importance of this issue and are committed to building community by welcoming and including our more experienced citizens in our vital and viable town.


Sincerely,

Tim Kearney’

Mayor, Borough of Swarthmore
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