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	Date:          
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	Dear Sir/Madam

	APPLICATION TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE WHO GLOBAL NETWORK OF AGE FRIENDLY CITIES AND COMMUNITIES



Please accept this letter and accompanying form as Sunderland City Councils application to join the WHO Global Network of Age-Friendly Cities and Communities.

The single greatest service pressure facing the Council and some of its key partners is presented by the need to address the implications of an ageing population and within this the increase in dementia and related illnesses.

Like many cities Sunderland is expecting its population to become increasingly aged, with residents aged over 60 projected to increase from 24% in 2012 to 31.2% in 2037.  When combined with the enormous cuts in public spending being made by the UK Government, the Council and its partners are all too aware of the challenges that older and vulnerable people will face as well as the difficult decisions that service providers will need to address as resources become increasingly limited.

Fortunately the Council has a number of policies, programmes and services that are beginning to address these issues.  We also have strong and long-standing relationships with partners that are and will continue to be a source of resilience and innovation as we strive to support local people, providing them with opportunities and improving their life chances.
The Network can help the Council and its partners to address the factors that influence the health and wellbeing of older people, providing a platform and increased focus on older peoples’ daily lives and how we can use this focus for the benefit of everyone.

The Council intends to make a valuable contribution to the rich seam of good practice that the Network has developed.  With the input of local organisations and local people we feel we can identify the practical and achievable improvements that must be made to the fabric of our city and its culture, thereby making a significant difference to the lives of older people.

Yours sincerely
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	Councillor Paul Watson

	Leader of the Council and
Chair of the Sunderland Health and Wellbeing Board



	Direct Line
	0191 561 1320

	E-mail
	cllr.paul.watson@sunderland.gov.uk



